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OFFICE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL



November 5, 2014 
Sean E. Powers
Vice President
At Large

Stephen C. O’Brien
District 4

Michael J. Owens
District 5

PAUL “DAN” CLIFFORD
District 6


MINUTES Thomas M. Bowes
President
District 3

Shannon L. Hume 
At Large

CHARLES B. Ryan
At Large

CHARLES C. Kokoros
District 1

JOHN C. MULLANEY
District 2



A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on Wednesday, November 5, 2014 beginning at 7:39p.m. 

Council President Bowes was in the chair.

The Clerk of the Council conducted the roll call.

Present:	Thomas Bowes, President
Sean Powers, Vice President
Stephen O’Brien
Michael Owens
Paul Dan Clifford
Charles Kokoros
John Mullaney
Charles Ryan

Not Present:	Shannon Hume

Others:	Michael Coughlin, Chief of Staff
	James Casey, Town Clerk
	Ed Spellman, Finance Director
	Barbara Mello, Grant Writer
	Dr. Maureen Murray, Superintendent of Schools
	Kate Naughton, School Committee Member
	Kelly Phelan, Environment & Planning Coordinator
	Louis Dutton, Water Works Superintendent
	Robert Kearns, Sustainable Braintree/BHS


CORRESPONDENCE
None
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ANNOUNCEMENTS


APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· October 21, 2014

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Hume)

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE


COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORSTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS
· 087 14 Council President: Town Clerk Election Recap

Town Clerk James M. Casey gave an update on the Elections to the Council.  
He was asked how a voter becomes Inactive.  Town Clerk Casey replied a voter becomes Inactive when they do not return their yearly Census to the Town Clerk’s Office.  They can still vote.  They just need to see the Warden.  Their name will be in the Warden’s Inactive Voter Book.  

Town Clerk Casey stated new signage at Polling locations with arrows were set up to direct voters to correct location at the buildings.  The Precinct phone system issues during the September election were corrected with the help of BELD.  Phones worked perfectly for this election.  Tally Sheets were modified to address issues noted by the Tally Clerks during the last election.  Overall the Election was great.


OLD BUSINESS
· 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing)

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to open public hearing
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume)

Councilor Mullaney, Chairman of the Committee on Ways & Means, stated the committee has met and supported this motion.  It is recommended for favorable action 

Council President asked if any member of the Council or anyone from the public would like to speak on 14 064.  

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to close public hearing
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume)

Councilor Powers read the motions.

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume)


· 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing)

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to open public hearing
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume)

Councilor Mullaney, Chairman of the Committee on Ways & Means, stated the committee has met and supported this motion.  It is recommended for favorable action 

Council President asked if any member of the Council or anyone from the public would like to speak on 14 065.  

Robert Kearns from Sustainable Braintree and Braintree High School spoke on how critical it is to restore the Herring run.  By building this ladder it shows the town’s commitment.  Herring is the main food for haddock and sea birds.  

      Motion:    by CouncilorPowers to close public hearing
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume)

Councilor Powers read the motions.

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume)


· 080 14 Councilor Kokoros: Review town response of recent Ebola scare & review towns future policy /procedures or take up any action relative thereto

Councilor Kokoros, Chairman of the Committee on Public Safety gave an overview of tonight’s meeting.  There is cooperation and confidence in our leaders and managers of EMS, Fire, Police, Health Department and Mayor’s office.  We have an excellent response staff.  Marybeth McGrath, Director of Department of Municipal Licenses & Inspections met with members from the state level and made changes they felt would work better.  We can handle any crisis that comes to Braintree.

NEW BUSINESS
None
Refer to Committee on Ordinance & Rules
· 14 068 Request to Rezone property at 44 Allen Street or take up any action relative thereto
· 14 061 Discontinuance Petition: Cliff Street & portion of Lancaster Road or take up any action relative thereto

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 068 & 14 061 to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules.

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 066 & 14 061 to committee 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Hume)


Refer to Committee on Ways & Means
· 14 067 Mayor: Free Cash and Retained Earnings Approval or take up any action relative thereto
· 14 069 Mayor: Supplemental Appropriations FY 15 or take up any action relative thereto
· 14 070 Board of Assessors: FY2015 Tax Levy or take up any action relative thereto

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 067, 14 069 & 14 070 to the Committee on Ways & Means.

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 067, 14 069 & 14 070 to committee 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Hume)


ADJOURNMENT   
It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:45p.m.


Respectfully submitted,

Susan M. Cimino
Clerk of the Council
Documents provided for Meeting

· October 21, 2014 Council Meeting Minutes
· 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology
· 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair
· 14 066 Mayor: Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw Relating to Signs 
· 14 068 Request to Rezone property at 44 Allen Street 
· 14 061 Discontinuance Petition: Cliff Street & portion of Lancaster Road 
· 14 067 Mayor: Free Cash and Retained Earnings Approval 
· 14 069 Mayor: Supplemental Appropriations FY 15 
· 14 070 Board of Assessors: FY2015 Tax Levy 
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