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                                   - AGENDA - 
 

 
November 5, 2014  •  Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Town Hall  •  Starting Time: 7:30PM 

 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• 076 14 Councilor Kokoros: Food Drive 
• 077 14 Councilor Kokoros: Braintree Christmas Party, December 11th  
• 083 14 Councilor O’Brien: Trio Restaurant  
• 088 14 Councilor O’Brien: Recognition - El Sarape 26th Anniversary (Guillermo & Javier Adame) 
• 085 14 Councilor Hume:  Making a Difference “Parenting for Prevention”, November 13th 
• 086 14 Councilor Hume: Recognition: Linda Silowan  
• 089 14 Councilor Hume: BFFE Fall Raffle 
• 082 14 Councilor Clifford: Nov. 9 Re-Dedication War Memorial in front of Town Hall 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• October 21, 2014 
 
 

 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
• 087 14 Council President: Town Clerk Election Recap 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology or take up any action 

relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
• 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
• 080 14 Councilor Kokoros: Review town response of recent Ebola scare & review towns future policy 

/procedures or take up any action relative thereto 
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NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
Refer to Committee on Ways & Means 
• 14 067 Mayor: Free Cash and Retained Earnings Approval  
• 14 069 Mayor: Supplemental Appropriations FY 15  
• 14 070 Board of Assessors: FY2015 Tax Levy 
 
Refer to Committee on Ordinance & Rules 
• 14 068 Request to Rezone property at 44 Allen Street  
• 14 061 Discontinuance Petition: Cliff Street & portion of Lancaster Road 
 

 
 
 

Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
Committee on Ordinance & Rules -  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014 @ 6:30pm (Fletcher Hall) 
Committee on Ways & Means -  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014 @ 6:30pm 
COUNCIL -  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2014 @ 7:30pm 
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT       
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October 21, 2014  
 

MINUTES  
 

A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on 
Tuesday, October 21, 2014 beginning at 7:35p.m.  
 

Council President Bowes was in the chair. 
 

The Clerk of the Council conducted the roll call. 
 

Present: Thomas Bowes, President 
Sean Powers, Vice President 
Shannon Hume  
Stephen O’Brien 
Michael Owens 
Charles Kokoros 
John Mullaney 
Charles Ryan 
 

Not Present: Paul Dan Clifford 
 
Others: James Casey, Town Clerk 
 Ed Spellman, Finance Director 
 Barbara Mello, Grant Writer 
 Christine Stickney, Director Planning & Community Development 
 Dennis Regan, National Grid 
 Marta Googins 
 Carolyn Loud 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• October 7, 2014 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 
 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
• 079 14 Election Workers: Marta Googins/Carolyn Loud 
 
At 7:55pm Marta Googins and Carolyn Loud spoke at the podium about their concerns and lack of trust 
the Town Clerk had in them in not asking them back to work the State Primary Election on September 9, 
2014. 
 
At 8:03pm Town Clerk, James Casey stated he wanted to give valuable experience to some new workers 
at a less busy election.  I was looking for people who had a willingness to work with me. 
 
Council President Bowes stated this whole incident is an unfortunate situation.  What it comes down to 
is the Town Clerk is the appointing authority.  He would try to get parties together over the next few 
days. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORSTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 

None 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
• 14 059 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Hollingsworth Playground or 

take up any action relative thereto  
 
Councilor Mullaney, Chairman of the Committee on Ways & Means, stated the committee has met and 
supported this motion.  It is recommended for favorable action  
 
Barbara Mello, Grant Writer came to the podium and explained the Town of Braintree is a recipient of a 
grant award of $145,787 from the State under the “Our Common Backyards” program that requires a 
local match of $50,000 from the municipality.  The purpose of tonight is for the Council to approve the 
$50,000.  The playground is about 75% complete as of today. 
 
Councilor O’Brien was concerned about black pellets/tire crumbs that have been used elsewhere as 
artificial grass fillers.  Councilor O’Brien asks to please find out if these are to be used. 
 
At 7:17pm Ed Spellman, Finance Director stated Council authorized bond of $50,000.  This is the Town 
match.  The Grant and CPA pay for the rest. 
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      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 

• 14 060 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Elm Street Cemetery or take up 
any action relative thereto 

 
Councilor Mullaney, Chairman of the Committee on Ways & Means, stated the committee has met and 
supported this motion.  It is recommended for favorable action  
 
At 8:54pm Christine Stickney, Director of Planning & Community Development gave a brief overview of 
this request and that it is to approve and fund the preservation of gravestones within Elm Street 
Cemetery.  
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 

• 14 063 National Grid: Petition - Sycamore Road or take up any action relative thereto 
 
Councilor Ryan, Chairman of the Committee on the Department of Public Works, stated the committee 
has recommended favorable action with staff recommendations.  
 

To install and maintain approximately 1150 feet, more or less of 2 inch gas main in Sycamore 
Road, Braintree.  From the existing 2 inch gas main at house #27, easterly to house #121 to 
serve houses #81, #90, #91, #101, #110, #111 and #121.  To include the following staff 
recommendations: 

 
BELD:  Engineering has reviewed petition #14 063 Sycamore Road.  Please be advised there is a 
15kV underground circuit within the proposed scope of work.  This is a concrete encased line to 
be identified and marked through the Digsafe notification process.  Additional drawings and 
information can be issued through the BELD Engineering Department. 

DPW:  This street is not under moratorium and no Town construction is pending this year.  The 
streets in this area are tentatively programmed for the next three-year “100 Roads Program” to 
begin in 2017.  We’d recommend that the petition be granted under the normal conditions, with 
emphasis on the requirements that the gas main be laid outside of the trench of the water mains 
in service and that the trench pavement not be left low for any length of time.  We also 
recommend that the following requirement be added to the permit, if it is to be granted: 
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Neither National Grid nor any of its contractors is authorized to close any street or to close a 
direction of travel to facilitate their work without authorization from the Director of the 
Department of Public Works or the Highway Superintendant.  The Chief of Police can also 
authorize a closure for a police or fire emergency.  Construction zone traffic safety issues are to 
be addressed by using appropriate traffic control signs and devices and the use of police officers 
for traffic control to safely guide traffic through the work zone.  If a closure is authorized by the 
DPW, it shall not be implemented until signs and police officers (where needed) are properly in 
place in conformity with the written plan prepared by the contractor’s engineer and approved 
by the DPW and Police Department. 

 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan for favorable action with staff recommendations  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Refer to Committee on Ordinance & Rules 
• 14 066 Mayor: Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw Relating to Signs or take up any action relative 

thereto  
 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 066 to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 066 to committee  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
Refer to Committee on Ways & Means 
• 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology 
• 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair 
• 071 14 (A) Council President: Re-Appointment of Town Auditor  
• 071 14 (B) Council President: Re-Appointment of Outside Auditor  

 
Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 064 & 14 065 to the Committee on Ways & Means. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 064 & 14 065 to committee  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 
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Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Council Tracking Number 071 14(A) and 071 14 (B) to the 
Committee on Ways & Means. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Council Tracking Number 071 14(A) and 071 14 (B) 
                  to committee  

      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 
Refer to Committee on Public Safety 
• 080 14 Councilor Kokoros:  Review town response of recent Ebola scare & review towns future 

policy/procedures or take up any action relative thereto  
 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 080 14 to the Committee on Public Safety. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 080 14 to committee  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT    
 

It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:07p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan M. Cimino 
Clerk of the Council 

 
Documents provided for Meeting 

 
• October 21, 2014 Council Meeting Minutes 
• 14 059 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Hollingsworth Playground  
• 14 060 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Elm Street Cemetery  
• 14 063 National Grid: Petition Sycamore Road 
• 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology 
• 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair 
• 14 066 Mayor: Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw Relating to Signs  







Community  

Night  

Making A Difference  
 

Thursday, November 13th, 2014  

“Parenting for Prevention ”  
 

The audience will leave the presentation with… 

Information on the effects and consequences of gateway drugs and other drug 
trends 

Effective communication skills when talking with their children about alcohol, 
tobacco and other drug use 

The importance of establishing clear rules and consequences at home regarding 
substance abuse 

Evaluate resiliency factors that help protect kids from substance use and local 
resources should parents require addiction support 

 

East Middle School Auditorium 

7:00pm-8:00pm 

Speaker ~ Traci Wojciechowski is the Regional Director of Student Assistance Programs at Caron 

Treatment Centers. Ms. Wojciechowski has been with Caron since 2002 and is responsible for 

ensuring that quality education, prevention and intervention services are provided to school systems 

and youth agencies throughout the Northeast. 

 

All parents/guardians, interested community  

members, are encouraged to attend this program 

Presented by Braintree Alliance for Safe and Healthy Youth 



ATTENTION TOWN HALL DEPARTMENTS! 

ANNOUNCING THE FIRST ANNUAL! 

THANKS- for-GIVING! 
Can Food Drive! 

All Town Hall Departments are challenged to collect the 
most non-perishable food items between 

 September 1st – November 14th 

All donations will be delivered to the  

Braintree Food Pantry, 76 Pond Street 

First Place is Lunch for the Winning Department! 

Along with the admiration of your peers 

and the sincere appreciation of those in need! 

Weekly totals will be announced to keep things interesting! 

Good Luck To All! 
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