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July 14, 2015  
 

MINUTES  
 

A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015 beginning at 7:30p.m.  
 

Council President Bowes was in the chair. 
 

The Clerk of the Council conducted the roll call. 
 

Present: Thomas Bowes, President 
 Sean Powers, Vice President 
 Paul Dan Clifford 
 Shannon Hume  
 Charles Kokoros 

John Mullaney 
 Michael Owens 
 Charles Ryan 

Not Present: Stephen C. O’Brien  
 
Also Present: Michael Coughlin, Chief of Staff 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• June 16, 2015 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to Approve Minutes of June 16, 2015 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien), Abstain (0)  
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
• 033 15 Council President: Discussion – Town Auditor position  

Motion made at the Committee of Ways & Means meeting by Councilor Hume to revise this job 
description and discuss at a later date.  

 
• 038 15 Eric Kinsherf: Town Auditor - Report Updates  

Eric met with Councilor Clifford and Clerk of the Council Susan Cimino.  All files and reports have been 
handed over for the Councilors and future Town Auditor. 

 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

Thomas M. Bowes 
President 
District 3 

 

Shannon L. Hume  
At Large 

 

CHARLES B. Ryan 
At Large 

 

CHARLES C. Kokoros 
District 1 

 
JOHN C. MULLANEY 

District 2 
 

Sean E. Powers 
Vice President 

At Large 
 

Stephen C. O’Brien 
District 4 

 
Michael J. Owens 

District 5 
 

PAUL “DAN” CLIFFORD 
District 6 

 



July 14, 2015                       Town Council                                                        2 of 12                           

 
• 036 15 Council President:  Appoint Members – Periodic Review of Charter and Ordinances 

Two Council Members: Sean Powers and Chuck Kokoros 
Two Town of Braintree Voters:  Jim Burke and Al Varrasso 

 
• 039 15 Mayor: Appoint Members – Periodic Review of Charter and Ordinances 

Patrolman Ken Bregoli 
Superintendent Lou Dutton 
Deputy Chief Steve Sawtelle 
Assistant to the Mayor Chris Griffin 
Building Inspector Russ Forsberg 

 
 
CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
• 040 15 Councilor Powers - Councilor's Concerns: Tri Town Water Board: MWRA  

To be discussed at a later meeting. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
• 15 019 REZONE: Proposed Zoning Amendment – Article VII (Area Regulations) or take up any action 

relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 
 

Motion by Councilor Powers to Open Public Hearing for Order 15 019 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 

 
Motion by Councilor Powers to TABLE Order 15 019 until after the Committee on Ordinance & Rules has 
had a presentation from the Planning Department.   
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
Motion by Councilor Powers to Close Public Hearing for Order 15 019 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 

 
 
• 15 022 National Grid Petition: 52 Victoria Avenue or take up any action relative thereto 

Council President Bowes referred to Councilor Ryan (Committee Chair) for Committee on the Department 
of Public Works for recommendation.  This was discussed at the DPW Committee meeting on July 8, 2015 
and unanimously voted for favorable recommendation to the Full Council. 
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MOTION: To install and maintain approximately 70 feet more or less of 2 inch gas main in Victoria 
Avenue.  From the existing 1 1/2 inch gas main at house # 47, easterly to house # 52 for a new gas service. 
With Staff Recommendations. 

Motion by Councilor Ryan to approve Order 15 022 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Powers 
          Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 

 
 
• 15 023 Mayor: Request for Ratification FY2015 Bonding Authorization 15 002 and 15 003 or take up any 

action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 
Mike Coughlin explained these items needed to be re-voted to have 6 votes out of the 9 Councilors for 
the vote to pass because it is for a Bonding Authorization. 
 
Motion by Councilor Powers to Open Public Hearing for Order 15 023 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
          Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 

 
Council President Bowes asked if any member of the Council or General Public want to speak on Order 15 
023? 
Council President Bowes referred to Councilor John Mullaney (Committee Chair) for Committee on Ways 
& Means recommendation.  Chairman Mullaney stated this was discussed at the July 14 W&M meeting 
and unanimously voted for favorable recommendation to the Full Council. 
Council President Bowes ask if there is any discussion on Order 15 023?  He stated Hearing None. 
 
Motion by Councilor Powers to Close Public Hearing for Order 15 023 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
          Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
Councilor Powers read the following (5) motions and they were voted on.  

 
TOWN OF BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS IN TOWN COUNCIL ORDERED: 
Ordered, that Order No. 15 002 of this council adopted on February 5, 2015, which order 
provided as follows: 
 

That the Town of Braintree appropriates the sum of Four Million Six Hundred-Fifty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($4,655,000) to pay costs of the following capital projects: 
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and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto; that the amounts indicated 
above for each project are estimates and that the Mayor may allocate more funds to any one or 
more of such projects, and less to others, so long as, in the judgement of the Mayor, each of the 
projects described above can be completed within the total appropriation made by this Order; that 
to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow 
said amount under and pursuant to the authorizing statutes described above, or pursuant to any 
other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor. 

 
is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed in all respects. 

 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 023 (1) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
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TOWN OF BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS IN TOWN COUNCIL ORDERED: 
Ordered, that Order No. 15 003 (1) of this council adopted on February 5, 2015, which order 
provided as follows: 
 

That the Town of Braintree appropriates the sum of Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000) to 
pay costs of Town-wide water distribution system improvements, and for the payment of all other 
costs incidental and related thereto and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to Chapter 44, 
Section 8 of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or 
notes of the Town therefor. 

is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed in all respects. 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 023 (2) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
 
 
TOWN OF BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS IN TOWN COUNCIL ORDERED: 
Ordered, that Order No. 15 003 (2) of this council adopted on February 5, 2015, which order 
provided as follows: 
 

That the Town of Braintree appropriates the sum of One Million Five Hundred Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($1,520,000) to pay costs of wastewater system rehabilitation projects, and for 
the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto and that to meet this appropriation, 
the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount under and 
pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 7(1) of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other enabling 
authority and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor. 

is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed in all respects. 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 023 (3) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
 
 
TOWN OF BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS IN TOWN COUNCIL ORDERED: 
Ordered, that Order No. 15 003 (3) of this council adopted on February 5, 2015, which order 
provided as follows: 
 
That the Town of Braintree appropriates the sum of Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) 
to pay costs of the following capital projects: 
 
Project    Amount  Authorizing Statute  
Surry Lane Pump Station $300,000  Ch 44, s 7(9) 

 
and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto; that to meet this 
appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount 
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under and pursuant to the authorizing statutes described above, or pursuant to any other enabling 
authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor. 

is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed in all respects. 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 023 (4) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
 
 
TOWN OF BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS IN TOWN COUNCIL ORDERED: 
Ordered, that Order No. 15 003 (4) of this council adopted on February 5, 2015, which order 
provided as follows: 
 
That the Town of Braintree appropriates the sum of Two Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Dollars 
($249,000) to pay costs of the following capital projects: 
 
Project     Amount  Authorizing Statute  
Fairway Mower $100,000 Ch. 44, s 7(9)  
Sprayer Fertilizer & Pesticide $54,000 Ch. 44, s 7(9) 
Rough Mower $65,000 Ch. 44, s 7(9) 
Clubhouse Deck repairs $30,000 Ch. 44, s 7(3A) 

 
and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto; that the amounts indicated 
above for each project are estimates and that the Mayor may allocate more funds to any one or 
more of such projects, and less to others, so long as, in the judgment of the Mayor, each of the 
projects described above can be completed within the total appropriation made by this Order; that 
to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow 
said amount under and pursuant to the authorizing statutes described above, or pursuant to any 
other enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefor. 

is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed in all respects. 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 023 (4) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
 
 

• 15 024 Mayor: Six Capital Article Requests or take up any action relative thereto (with additional  
 documentation 15 024R) (PUBLIC HEARING at full Council)  
 
Council Order 15 024 is recommended for favorable action to the Full Council with additional 
consideration from the Mayor’s office to attempt to divert geese from Sunset Lake and pursue 
the platform to be replaced.  Reconsider platform to be replaced and receive the report from 
the Board of Health on the negative impact the geese have on the water.  Additional information 
from Fire Chief O’Brien on the request for a Hazmat Truck on Order 15 024 item (6).  Mike 
Coughlin will get the “Motion” for this item also. 
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(1) - To rescind previous bond authorizations 
MOTION: 
That the Town of Braintree rescinds the following amounts that have been authorized to be 
borrowed, but which are no longer needed for the purposes for which they were initially 
approved: 

     
 

      
Amount 

 
Approval  CO /STM  

 
      Purpose 

            
$4,000  

 
8/13/2013 

 
13-032 

 
DPW Trash and Recycle Carts  

                 
$40,000  

 
5/13/2014 

 
14-020 

 
DPW Recreation Equipment  

              
$230,487  

 
8/12/2014 

 
14-049 

 
Hollingsworth playground  

       
$274,487  

      

        
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 024 (1) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
 
(2) – To approve bond authorization for high school irrigation system 
MOTION: 
That the Town of Braintree appropriates the sum of Forty  Thousand Dollars ($40,000) to pay 
costs of improvements to the High School Irrigation System, and for the payment of all other 
costs incidental and related thereto and that to meet this appropriation, the Treasurer, with the 
approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to Chapter 44, 
Section 7(9) of the General Laws, or pursuant to any other enabling authority and to issue bonds 
or notes of the Town therefor. 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 024 (2) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
 
(3) – To repurpose bond authorization  
MOTION: 
That in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 20 of the General Laws, the sum of $44,205.00 is 
transferred from unexpended amounts originally appropriated and borrowed to pay costs of 
Braintree High School carpet replacement, which project has been completed and for which no 
further financial liabilities remain, to pay costs of Braintree High School bathroom renovations. 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 024 (3) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
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(4) - Bond refunding authorization  
MOTION: 
That in order to reduce interest costs, the Treasurer is authorized to provide for the sale and 
issuance of refunding bonds under G. L c.44, Sec. 21A to refund all or any portion of the 
remaining principal of and redemption  premium and interest on any of the Town's general 
obligation bonds outstanding as of the date of this vote. 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 024 (4) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 

 
 

(5) – East Middle School authorization  
MOTION: 
That the Town appropriate the amount of One Hundred Forty Thousand Two Hundred 
($140,200) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of for the feasibility study for extraordinary 
repairs to the  East  Middle School, located at 305 River Street , Braintree Massachusetts 02184 , including the 
payment of all costs incidental or related thereto, and for which the Town may be eligible for a 
grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be 
expended under the direction of the School Building Committee. To meet this appropriation the 
sum of One Hundred Forty Thousand Two Hundred ($140,200) Dollars be transferred from the 
Town’s Building Capital Stabilization fund. The Town acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant 
program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the 
MSBA, and any costs the Town incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from 
the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Town.  

 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 024 (5) 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 

 
(6) – Hazmat Vehicle  
Requested approval to re-designate the $39,780 capital vehicle replacement to the purchase of 
a new Fire Department Hazmat vehicle has been TABLED until more information from Chief 
O’Brien and a formal Motion written. 

 
      Motion:    by Councilor Mullaney to TABLE Order 15 024 item (6) until further information is 
                         provided 
      Second:    by Councilor Hume 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 

 
 

• 15 025 Mayor: Establishment of OPEB Trust or take up any action relative thereto (with 
additional state requested revisions – see colored changes 15 025R) (PUBLIC HEARING) 
Mike Coughlin gave an overview and stated this will be overseen by professional Financial 
Investors.  Ed Spellman, Director of Finance feels this is appropriate per Mike Coughlin. 
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Councilor Mullaney stated he would like input from the Retirement Board and hear their 
opinion.  He would also like for the Council President to be part of the Board who oversees this 
OPEB Trust. 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to TABLE Order 15 025 until further information is 
                         provided 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 
 

• 14 022  Council President: Update of Chapter 5-565: Peddling & Solicitation (Former By-Law 
chapter 5.32) or take up any action relative thereto 
Council President Bowes referred to Councilor Clifford (Committee Chair) for Committee on 
Ordinance & Rules for recommendation.  Councilor Clifford asked for this item to be TABLED. 

MOTION:  for the Town Council to approve Town Council Order 14 022 the revisions made to 
Chapter 5-565: Peddling & Solicitation (Former By-Law chapter 5.32 

      Motion:    by Councilor Clifford to TABLE Order 14 022  
      Second:    by Councilor Ryan 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 

 
 
• 074 14 Councilor Ryan: 5 Year Moratorium or take up any action relative thereto 

Council President Bowes referred to Councilor Ryan (Committee Chair) for Committee on the Department 
of Public Works for recommendation.  Councilor Ryan asked for this Order 074 14 to be TABLED for review 
by Town Solicitor and to advertise as a Public Hearing.   

 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan to TABLE Order 074 14  
      Second:    by Councilor Powers 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 

MOTION: 

(1) To see if the Town will vote to amend its General Ordinances, Chapter 12.08 - Excavation and 
Obstructions, by amending Section 12.08.010, Permit, for the purpose of adding a new paragraph D 
and paragraph E as printed in the attachment hereto.   

(Please note that the attached text must in fact be attached to this motion, or the entire text of 
paragraphs D and E must be read as part of the motion.) 

See next page: 
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A second Motion was made by the Committee on the Department of Public Works stating: 

MOTION:    

(2) Proposed amendment to General Ordinances, Chapter 12.08 – Excavation and Obstructions, Section 
12.08.010 – Permit D. and E. be effective immediately and applicable to all previous roadways in the 
past 10 years. 

Make the following change to the Town Ordinances, Section 12.08.010, ADD subsections D. and E., as follow:

12.08.010
D.

Improvement Description Longitudinal 
Trench

Transverse Trench (or 
transverse plus 

longitudinal totalling 
less then 150 feet.)

Reconstruction New pavement over repaired or 
replaced granular base2 10 years 5 years

Mill & Overlay New pavement over milled existing 
pavement

10 years 5 years

Overlay 1-inch plus full lane width overlay of 
existing pavement2 10 years 5 years

Shim with 
Microsurface, Chip 
Seal, Cape Seal, etc.

Less than 1-inch full width surface 
treatment over paved shim along 
middle area of road

10 years 5 years

Microsurface, Chip 
Seal, Cape Seal, etc.

Less than 1-inch full width surface 
treatment over existing pavement

10 years 3 year

Other treatments Not known at this time TBD3 TBD3

E.

1 Emergency excavations  for National  Grid or other gas  company shal l  cons is t of excavation to fix a  "Grade 1" leak.  
For a l l  others  an emergency sha l l  be as  defined in Massachusetts ' "DIG SAFE" law, MGL C.82 S 40 and 40A through 
2 Includes  improved s idewalks
3 To be determined by the Town Counci l  as  cases  ari se.
4 Length and/or width of repair may be varied at intersections  and in other specia l  ci rcumstances .

Except as noted in Section E. below, no permit shall be granted within the moratorium period 
specified below for any non-emergency1 excavation within the improved area.

The Town Council may grant a petition of National Grid or other gas company for a permit to
excavate in an improved area under the moratorium and may require such mitigation and repairs as
it sees fit, and it may require that surety be posted to secure the completion of the required

    The Mayor may grant a petition of others for a permit to excavate in an improved area under the
moratorium for public safety related concerns, and may require such mitigation and repairs as he
sees fit, and he may require that surety be posted to secure the completion of the required

    The minimum mitigation and surface repair requirement that should be expected for longitudinal
excavation in an improved area in the first seven years of the moratorium is for full width curb to
curb milling and re-paving for the full length of the excavation along the road plus another 25 feet at

 The minimum mitigation and surface repair requirement that should be expected for a.) all 
transverse excavation or for b.) longitudinal excavation in the last three years of the moratorium is
crown to curb milling and re-paving the extent of the excavation plus another 5 foot length each

     All pavement markings shall be replaced in-kind. Curbs and sidewalks must be repaired or replaced,
each to the satisfaction of the Highway Superintendant. Infrared treatment of seams may be
required at the discretion of the Highway Superintendent.
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NEW BUSINESS 
None 

 
Refer to the Committee on the Department of Public Works 
• 15 026 National Grid Petition:  45 Packard Drive or take up any action relative thereto 
 
Refer to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules/ Committee on Ways & Means 
• 15 027 Retirement Board Members Compensation or take up any action relative thereto 
 
Refer to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules 
• 15 031 REZONE: Peterson Pool/Rink Athletic Facility - Carson Field Property BHS or take up any action 

relative thereto 
 

Refer to the Committee on Ways & Means 
• 15 028 East Braintree Fire Station – Additional Funding Request 
• 15 029 BELD - Watson 3 Generating Station – Authorization to Borrow  
• 15 030 Peterson Pool/Rink Athletic Facility – Authorization to Transfer Custody of Property or take up 

any action relative thereto 
 
Refer to the Committee on Ways & Means 
• 15 032 Mayor: Appointment – Community Preservation Committee – Kevin Bears or take up any 

action relative thereto 
Councilor Powers made a motion for Same Night Action on Council Order 15 032 to the Committee 
on Ways & Means.  Council President Bowes stated if there are no objections, we will vote on  
Order 15 032 
MOTION: To approve the appointment of Kevin Bears to the Community Preservation Committee 
pursuant to Sections 3-3 of the Charter of the Town of Braintree. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve Order 15 032 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-O’Brien) 
 

ADJOURNMENT    
It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:06p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan M. Cimino 
Clerk of the Council 
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Documents provided for Meeting 
 

• June 16, 2015 Council Meeting Minutes 
• 15 019 REZONE: Proposed Zoning Amendment – Article VII (Area Regulations) or take up any action 

relative thereto 
• 15 022 National Grid Petition: 52 Victoria Avenue or take up any action relative thereto  
• 15 023 Mayor: Request for Ratification FY2015 Bonding Authorization 15 002 and 15 003 or take up any 

action relative thereto  
• 15 024 Mayor: Six Capital Article Requests or take up any action relative thereto (with additional  

 documentation 15 024R)  
• 15 025 Mayor: Establishment of OPEB Trust or take up any action relative thereto (with additional state 

requested revisions – see colored changes 15 025R) 
• 14 022 Council President: Update of Chapter 5-565: Peddling & Solicitation (Former By-Law chapter 5.32) 

or take up any action relative thereto 
• 074 14 Councilor Ryan: 5 Year Moratorium or take up any action relative thereto 


