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                                   - AGENDA - 
 

 
May 31, 2016  •  Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Town Hall  •  Starting Time: 7:00PM 

 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• 066 15 Council President: Ride to End Alzheimer’s (Paul McSoley) June 14  
• 067 16 Council President: A Lifeline for those concerned about a loved one’s Addiction (MassBar) 
• 074 16 Councilor Hume: Library Event – Garage Book Sale, June 18th 9am-1pm 
• 077 16 Councilor O’Brien: Dedications Pond Meadow Park, June 12th  
• 079 16 Council President: Town Clerk’s Office Recognition 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• April 5, 2016 
• April 26, 2016 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
• 075 16 Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk: Travel Policy-Approval to Attend Town Clerk Conference 
• 076 16 Clerk of the Council: Travel Policy–Approval to Attend Town Clerk Conference  
 

 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
• 082 16 Councilor O’Brien: Compressor Station update  
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• 16 024 (2) Supplemental Appropriations #4 or take up any action relative thereto  

(PUBLIC HEARING tabled from April 26) 
• 16 026 National Grid Petition: River Street or take up any action relative thereto  

(River Street portion TABLED) 
• 16 027 Mayor: FY2017 Operating Budget or take up any action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING ) 
• 16 028 Mayor: FY2017 Budget – Community Preservation Committee or take up any action relative thereto 

(PUBLIC HEARING) 
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• 16 029 Mayor: FY2017 Revolving Accounts or take up any action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 
• 16 030 Mayor: Fiscal Year 2016 Supplemental Appropriations DPW-Front End Loader replacement/purchase 

or take up any action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 
• 16 032 Blue Hills MA School Building Authority Feasibility Study or take up any action relative thereto  
• 027 16 Councilor Clifford: An Obligation to Lead – Opioid Epidemic (Update) 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
• None 
 
Refer to the Committee on Ways & Means 
• 16 033 Mayor: FY16 Supplemental Appropriations #6 or take up any action relative thereto  

(PUBLIC HEARING June 28) 
 

Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed 
 

 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
Next Council Meeting is - TUESDAY, June 7, 2016@ 7:30pm  
 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT       
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APRIL 5, 2016  
 

MINUTES  
 
A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on April 
5, 2016 beginning at 7:30p.m.  
 

Council President Powers was in the chair. 
 

Present: Sean Powers, President 
 Charles Ryan, Vice President 

 Thomas Bowes 
 Paul Dan Clifford  
 Shannon Hume 

 Charles Kokoros arrived at 9:18pm 
 John Mullaney   
 Michael Owens  

 
Not Present: Stephen C. O’Brien 
 
Also Present: Joseph C. Sullivan, Mayor 
 Michael Coughlin, Chief of Staff 
 James O’Brien, Fire Chief 
 Kevin MacAleese, Fire Lieutenant  
 Chris, Brewster Ambulance 
 Frank Hackett, Superintendent 
 Kate Naughton, School Committee 
 Michael Nelligan, Powers & Sullivan 
 DOVE representatives 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• March 15, 2016 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (7), Against (0), Absent (2-O’Brien, Kokoros) 
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CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
• 061 16 Council President:  Joao Alves, Letter of Support to Covanta 

A letter of support was drafted and those Councilors who wished to sign it did.  Councilor Clifford stated 
businesses need to be good community partners.  

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
• 050 16 Council President:  Chief O’Brien Update on the NARCAN Program 

James O’Brien, Fire Chief stated NARCAN is an effective weapon against overdoses.  Thank you to all the 
men and women in the fire department who work hard to help against this fight.  Thank you to Robyn 
LaFrance in the Mayor’s office with her tireless efforts against opioid abuse.  Chief O’Brien stated in 2015 
there were 79 overdoses.  Lieutenant Kevin MacAleese stated the days most often overdoses occur are 
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.  It was stated there is a new position at South Shore Hospital an Addiction 
Counselor. 

• 048 16 Council President: Comprehensive Zoning Project Progress – This item will have a speaker at the 
April 26, 2016 meeting. 

• 051 16 Powers & Sullivan – FY2015 Year End Reports 
Michael Nelligan, Powers & Sullivan Auditor stated they issued 4 reports: FY15 CAFR, FY15 Management 
Letter, FY15 SEFA and Braintree Retirement document GASB.  We had full cooperation with all the 
departments.  Mike Nelligan stated the continuing comment from the Management Letter is there needs 
to be more focus on identifying federal grants.  The Town needs a stronger system to capture federal 
grants. 

• 055 16 Councilor Owens: DOVE - Teen Dating Violence Program available for Braintree Teens 
Dove presenters would like to train peers and teachers, to give support and feedback and give out packets 
on prevention at the High Schools. 
 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• 033 15 Council President: Town Auditor Position – Job Description to include qualifications, requirements, 

compensation, posting or take up any action relative thereto (Update) 
There was no update at this time on the Town Auditor Position. 

 
• 027 16 Councilor Clifford: An Obligation to Lead – Opioid Epidemic (Update) 

Councilor Clifford stated meeting on the Special Committee on the Opioid Epidemic will begin on Monday, 
April 11, 2016 at 5:30pm.  We will have 9 meetings, concluding with a full report, using the MMA Call to 
Action report as a road map. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
• 16 013 Council President: South Middle School Statement of Interest (SAME NIGHT ACTION) 

Council President Powers stated if no one objects we will take up SAME NIGHT ACTION on item 16 013.  
Council President Powers stated Hearing None we will precede.   
Dr. Frank Hackett, Superintendent of Braintree Public Schools stated we have a space issue.  We would 
like a Motion to File an Application to the MSBA for a Statement of Interest. 

 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 013 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford) 
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Refer to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules 
• 16 012 Town of Braintree – Demolition Delay Ordinance or take up any action relative thereto 
Refer to the Committee on Ways & Means 
• 16 022 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Design Consultant or take up any 

action relative thereto 
• 16 023 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Preservation and Restoration or 

take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 024 Mayor: Fiscal Year 2016 Supplemental Appropriations or take up any action relative thereto 
Refer to the Committee on the Department of Public Works 
• 16 014  National Grid Petition: Hilliard Court or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 015 National Grid Petition: Hoover Avenue or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 016 National Grid Petition: Sherman Road or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 017 National Grid Petition: Spruce Street or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 018 National Grid Petition: Talbot Road or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 019 National Grid Petition: Williams Court or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 020 National Grid Petition: Wilson Avenue or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 021 National Grid Petition: West Street or take up any action relative thereto 

Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: Next Council Meeting -  TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2016@ 7:30pm  
 
ADJOURNMENT       
It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:05p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan M. Cimino 
Clerk of the Council 

Documents provided for Meeting 
• 061 16 Council President:  Joao Alves, Letter of Support to Covanta 
• 051 16 Powers & Sullivan – FY2015 Year End Reports 
• 16 013 Council President: South Middle School Statement of Interest (SAME NIGHT ACTION) 
• 16 012 Town of Braintree – Demolition Delay Ordinance or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 022 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Design Consultant or take up 

any action relative thereto 
• 16 023 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Preservation and Restoration 

or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 024 Mayor: Fiscal Year 2016 Supplemental Appropriations or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 014  National Grid Petition: Hilliard Court or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 015 National Grid Petition: Hoover Avenue or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 016 National Grid Petition: Sherman Road or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 017 National Grid Petition: Spruce Street or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 018 National Grid Petition: Talbot Road or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 019 National Grid Petition: Williams Court or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 020 National Grid Petition: Wilson Avenue or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 021 National Grid Petition: West Street or take up any action relative thereto 
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APRIL 26, 2016  
 

MINUTES  
 
A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on April 
26, 2016 beginning at 7:30p.m.  
 

Council President Powers was in the chair. 
 

Present: Sean Powers, President 
 Charles Ryan, Vice President 

 Thomas Bowes 
 Paul Dan Clifford  
 Shannon Hume 

 Charles Kokoros 
 John Mullaney   
 Stephen C. O’Brien 
 Michael Owens  

 
Also Present: Joseph C. Sullivan, Mayor 
 Michael Coughlin, Chief of Staff 
 Ed Spellman, Director of Finance 
 Christine Stickney, Planning & Community Development Director 
 Frank Hackett, Superintendent of Braintree Public Schools 
 Russell Jenkins, Chief of Police 
 Paul McSoley, Finance Coordinator Police 
 Bob Mitchell, RKG Associates 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• None 
 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
• 071 16 Councilor Ryan: Resolution - Local 2222 Verizon Workers or take up any action relative thereto 

Councilor Ryan stated at the next Town Council meeting I will be offering a Resolution to support Verizon 
Workers. 
Councilor Kokoros agreed this is more about wages.  It is about shipping jobs outside of the USA. 
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COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
• 048 16 Council President: Comprehensive Zoning Project Progress 

Bob Mitchell, RKG Associates was in attendance and stated he was to take a comprehensive look at the 
zoning by-laws and bring them up to state statutes and determine best practices. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
• 16 022 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Design Consultant or take up any 

action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan to Open Public Hearing on Order 16 022 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
Council President Powers asked if any member of the Council or anyone from the public would 
like to speak on Order 16 022.   
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to Close Public Hearing on Order 16 022 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
MOTION:   In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 44B of the General Laws and with the 
recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee, appropriate $75,000.00 from the 
CPA Historic Resources Fund for funding to hire a Consultant to assist the Town with an 
assessment, design and oversight of work associated with the preservation and restoration of the 
perimeter stone wall, fencing, gates, columns another related perimeter work of the Elm Street 
Cemetery.  Said funds, not to exceed $75,000.00, are to be expended under the direction of the 
Community Preservation Committee and by the Director of Planning and Community 
Development. 
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 022 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 

• 16 023 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Preservation and Restoration or 
take up any action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 

      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan to Open Public Hearing on Order 16 023 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
Council President Powers asked if any member of the Council or anyone from the public would 
like to speak on Order 16 023.   
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to Close Public Hearing on Order 16 023 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
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MOTION: In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 44B of the General Laws and with the 
recommendation of the Community Preservation Committee, appropriate $750,000.00 from the 
CPA Unreserved Fund for the preservation and restoration of the perimeter stone wall, fence, 
gates, columns and other related work of the perimeter of the Elm Street Cemetery.  Said funds, 
not to exceed $750,000.00, are to be expended under the direction of the Community 
Preservation Committee and by the Director of Planning and Community Development. 
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 023 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 

• 16 024 Mayor: Fiscal Year 2016 Supplemental Appropriations or take up any action relative thereto 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan to Open Public Hearing on Order 16 024 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
Council President Powers asked if any member of the Council or anyone from the public would 
like to speak on Order 16 024.   
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to Close Public Hearing on Order 16 024 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
1. Planning and Development   
MOTION:  That the sum of $5,000 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization Fund account to 
the Planning and Development department/ Program 04 -Planning / Regional Vulnerability 
Assessment account.    
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (1) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
2. Planning and Development   
MOTION:  That the sum of $25,000 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization Fund account to 
the Planning and Development department/ program 07-Economic Development / Greater 
Boston Regional Development Compact account.    
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to TABLE Order 16 024 (2) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
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3. Department of Public Works - Snow and Ice  
MOTION:   
That the sum of$151,979 be transferred from the Finance  Department/ Program 01- 
Administration I 9C Reserve Account and $109,698 be transferred  from the Town's Stabilization 
Fund account for a total of $261,677 to the Department of Public Works I Program 11 - Snow and 
Ice, and further, that the Director of Municipal Finance be authorized to allocate said sums to 
and among the various line items affected thereby. 
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (3) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
4. Police Department 
MOTION:  That the sum of $88,444 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization Fund and 
$95,556 be transferred from the Finance Department / Program 01-Administration / 9C Reserve 
Account for a total of $184,000 to the Police Department overtime accounts, and further, that 
the Director of Municipal Finance be authorized to allocate said sums to and among the various 
line items affected thereby.   
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (4) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
5. Fire Department 
MOTION:  That the sum of $175,000 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization Fund to the 
Fire Department overtime accounts, and further, that the Director of Municipal Finance be 
authorized to allocate said sums to and among the various line items affected thereby.   
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (5) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
6. Mayor’s Office   
MOTION:  That the sum of $25,000 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization Fund to the 
Mayors Department/ Program-01 Administration / Opioid education and prevention account.    
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (6) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
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7. School Department   
MOTION:  That the sum of $50,000 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization Fund to School 
department ELL teacher account. 
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (7) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
8. School Department 
MOTION:  That the sum of $52,500 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization Fund to School 
department IT Computer Technician account. 
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (8) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
ENTERPRISE FUND TRANSFERS  
9. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $5,158 be transferred from the Town’s Stabilization fund, $1,592 be 
transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund from the Fiscal Year 2015 certified Retained Earnings, 
$2,800 be transferred from Program 50/ Principal on Debt/ principal on debt account, and 
$12,450 be transferred from Program 51 Interest on Debt / interest on debt account for a total of 
$22,000 to the Golf enterprise/ Program 01 Administration / Part Time labor account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (9) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
10. Golf Enterprise Fund      
MOTION:  That the sum of $5,000 be transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund  Program 50/ 
Principal on Debt/ principal on debt account, be transferred to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 01 
Administration / Credit card fee account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (10) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
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11. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $4,000 be transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund from the Fiscal 
Year 2015 certified Retained Earnings to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 01 Administration / Data 
processing account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (11) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
12. Golf Enterprise Fund      
MOTION:  That the sum of $10,000 be transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund from the Fiscal 
Year 2015 certified Retained Earnings to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 01 Administration / Other 
Charges and Expense account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (12) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
13. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $10,000 be transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund from the Fiscal 
Year 2015 certified Retained Earnings to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 03 Golf Equipment 
Maintenance / Mower repair account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (13) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
14. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $10,000 be transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund from the Fiscal 
Year 2015 certified Retained Earnings to the Golf Enterprise/  Program 04 Golf Turf Maintenance 
/ fertilizer account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (14) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
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15. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $11,000 be transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund from the Fiscal 
Year 2015 certified Retained Earnings to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 04 Golf Turf Maintenance 
/overtime account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (15) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
16. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $20,000 be transferred from the Golf Enterprise Fund from the Fiscal 
Year 2015 certified Retained Earnings to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 05 Golf Pro Shop 
Operations / Merchandise account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (16) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
17. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $36,000 be transferred from Program 50/ Principal on Debt/ principal 
on debt account, to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 05 Golf Pro Shop Operations / professional 
staff account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (17) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 
 
18. Golf Enterprise Fund    
MOTION:  That the sum of $6,000 be transferred from Program 50/ Principal on Debt/ principal 
on debt account, to the Golf Enterprise/ Program 05 Golf Pro Shop Operations / fleet 
maintenance account.  
 
Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve Order 16 024 (18) 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0) 
 

• 027 16 Councilor Clifford: An Obligation to Lead – Opioid Epidemic or take up any action relative thereto 
(Update) 
Councilor Clifford stated there have been 5 meetings in 10 days.  There will be another 17 meetings to 
take place in 63 days. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
• 033 15 Council President: Town Auditor Position – Job Description to include qualifications, requirements, 

compensation, posting or take up any action relative thereto (Interview) 
Interview Ray Kasperowicz and Tad Kasperowicz both have their CPA.  After much discussion they were 
voted to be our Town Auditor.  The rates charged will be as follows: $130 for Ray Kasperowicz, $80 for 
work done by another CPA within the firm and $50 for any administrative work. 

Motion by Councilor Ryan to Approve 033 15 Town Auditor 
      Motion:    by Councilor Ryan 
      Second:    by Councilor Bowes 
          Vote:    For (8), Against (1-Kokoros), Absent (0) 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Refer to the Committee on the Department of Public Works 
• 16 026 National Grid Petition: River Street or take up any action relative thereto 
 
Refer to the Committee on Ways & Means 
• 16 027 Mayor: FY2017 Operating Budget or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 028 Mayor: FY2017 Budget – Community Preservation Committee or take up any action relative 

thereto 
• 16 029 Mayor: FY2017 Revolving Accounts or take up any action relative thereto 

 
Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: Next Council Meeting -  TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2016@ 7:30pm  
 
ADJOURNMENT       
It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 11:00p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan M. Cimino 
Clerk of the Council 

Documents provided for Meeting 
• 16 022 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Design Consultant or take up 

any action relative thereto 
• 16 023 CPA Committee Appropriation Request – Elm Street Cemetery Preservation and Restoration 

or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 024 Mayor: Fiscal Year 2016 Supplemental Appropriations or take up any action relative thereto 
• 033 15 Council President: Town Auditor Position – Job Description to include qualifications, 

requirements, compensation, posting or take up any action relative thereto  
• 16 026 National Grid Petition: River Street or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 027 Mayor: FY2017 Operating Budget or take up any action relative thereto 
• 16 028 Mayor: FY2017 Budget – Community Preservation Committee or take up any action relative 

thereto 
• 16 029 Mayor: FY2017 Revolving Accounts or take up any action relative thereto 

















POLICY #1 – DEPARTMENTAL TRAVEL 

 
 

REQUESTOR:  Susan Cimino     

DEPARTMENT:  Town Council     

DATE OF MEETING OR CONFERENCE:   June 15-17, 2016    

Name and Description of Conference:  Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association Conference      
     
 
1) Agenda or course description:  Various workshops covering the latest developments affecting local 

government    
 
2) Number of days for conference: 1  
 
3) Relativity to job function:   Opportunity to exchange ideas and problem solving with peers  

       
4) Expected value to Council member or employee including continuing education credits:  

Learning, problem-solving, and sharing ideas that increase the effectiveness and efficiency of local 
government throughout Massachusetts.  
 

5) Expected value to the Individual and Town expressed both quantitatively and qualitatively:  
Exchanging ideas and problem solving with peers.  Insight of working thru board collaboration as well 
as attend discussion forums on key emerging issues.   

 
6) Number of days out of the office due to conference and meeting travel:    1 

 
a) Meeting Cost:   $103  (Conference Registration/Friday Dinner Event) 
b) Travel Cost:              0      
c) Lodging Cost:           0 
d) Total Cost:         $103 
 
e) Comparable costs showing the most economical choice is presented for pre-approval:  
        Not Applicable – Annual Local Function 

 
 
 
 

                          
Authorized Signature (Requestor)   Town Council President certifying favorable vote 
 

Meeting Expense Line Item funded via FY2016 Budget 

 

Approval date______________ 































1 
DRAFT FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY 

Department of Planning & Community Development 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

1 JFK Memorial Drive 
Braintree, MA 

www.braintreema.gov 

 
Joseph. C. Sullivan 
          Mayor 
 
 
TO:  Christine Stickney, Director of Planning and Community Development 
 
FROM: Jeremy Rosenberger, Zoning Administrator 
 
DATE:  February 10, 2016 
 
RE:  Greater Boston Regional Economic Compact – Regional Coordinator  
   
 
Summary 
This memo provides an overview of the proposed Regional Coordinator position and funding required 
as part of the Greater Boston Regional Economic Compact signed on December 9, 2015 (see attached 
Operating Principles).   
 
Regional Coordinator Position 
As part of signing the Regional Compact, participating Mayor’s and City Manager’s agreed to jointly 
fund a Regional Coordinator position.  The role of the position is as follows: 
 
Working with the executive offices of each of the member communities, the Regional Coordinator will 
build a cross-municipal program to implement the Compact’s vision for regional development. The 
individual will establish and facilitate regular meetings of the compact members, establish 
subcommittees that focus on the Compact’s four focus areas (transportation, economic development, 
housing, and sustainability) and facilitate regular meetings of each, and collaborate with key staff from 
each community to implement strategies developed through the Compact. The Regional Coordinator 
will spend on average one day a week with each of the participating communities and will have work 
space at each municipality’s City Hall. 
 
Regional Coordinator Position Annual Funding Breakdown (Preliminary)  
 
The current agreement is for each member community to contribute $25,000 toward the Regional 
Coordinator position for the next three years.    
 



 
Greater Boston Regional Compact – Draft – MOA: 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties recognize the increasing impact of regional forces, 
challenges, and opportunities on the respective municipalities that are a part of 
this Agreement; 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties are of the opinion that they will benefit collectively and 
individually from increased coordination and cooperation on issues of regional 
concern and scope; 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties have jointly launched a cooperative initiative known as the 
Greater Boston Regional Economic Compact (“the Compact”), through which they 
intend to collaboratively address such regional forces, challenges, and 
opportunities; to grow the region; and to enhance each community within the 
Compact; 
 
WHEREAS, the Parties intend to initially focus their collective work on the areas of 
transportation, economic development, housing, and sustainability; 
 
WHEREAS, in order for the Parties to cooperate effectively, it is necessary that 
they identify and provide for a person who shall serve as a central point of 
contact to support this effort and facilitate collaboration between the Parties. 
 



16 027 
• 16 027 Mayor: FY2017 Operating Budget or take up any action relative thereto 

 
Each department’s FY2017 proposed budget totals *as submitted by the Mayor on April 29, 2016: 
 
                                                        FY17*                       FY17 
                                            BUDGET                    BUDGET 
DEPARTMENT                                     PROPOSED             RECOMMENDED          VARIANCE 
                        $                              $                                   +/- 
111-Town Council             306,377               306,377  
121-Office of Mayor            551,141               551,141  
133-Municipal Finance      7,858,621            7,858,621  
151-Law Department            280,251               280,251  
152-Human Resources  19,651,801               19,651,801  
161-Town Clerk              350,370               350,370  
175-Plan.& Comm. Dev.            576,043               576,043  
210-Police Department     9,240,126            9,240,126              
220-Fire Department     8,440,692            8,440,692                
241-Municipal Lic. & Insp.           984,230               984,230 
300-Education   62,108,827          62,108,827                
350-Blue Hill Reg. Sch.    2,561,797            2,561,797   
400-Public Works Dept.    7,605,961            7,605,961  
541-Elder Affairs            291,253               291,253  
610-Library      1,469,439            1,469,439  
  
TOTAL GENERAL FUND  122,276,929              122,276,929 
TOTAL GOLF FUND      1,493,763                  1,493,763 
TOTAL WATER/SEWER FUND           17,374,133          17,374,133  
  
GRAND TOTAL                               141,144,825              141,144,825  
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16 027 
MOTIONS FOR TOWN COUNCIL  

APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2017 OPERATING BUDGET  
 

1. That the Town of Braintree raise and appropriate the sum of $122,276,929 to 
provide for all of the expenses for the maintenance and operation of the 
Town’s several departments and programs for the fiscal year 2017 and that the 
several sums herein set forth are hereby approved for the several purposes and 
are subject to the source of funding for said expenditures as outlined on the 
attached Exhibit A, specifically, that the sum of $78,485 be transferred from 
Golf Course receipts, the sum of $100,000 be transferred from the Overlay 
Surplus account, the sum of $5,200 be transferred from the Waterways 
Improvement fund, the sum of $22,000 be transferred from the Sale of 
Cemetery Lots, the sum of $582,019 be transferred from Water and Sewer 
receipts, the sum of $441,515 be transferred from the Town owned land 
account, the sum of $75,000 be transferred from the Municipal Building 
Insurance Fund, the sum of $60,000 be transferred the insurance settlement 
account, $17,622 from the Handicap parking fin account and the balance to be 
raised in the tax levy. 

 
2. That the Town of Braintree appropriate the sum of $1,493,763 to provide for 

all of the expenses for the maintenance and operation of the Town’s Golf 
Course and related programs for the fiscal year 2016 and that the several sums 
herein set forth are hereby approved for the several purposes as outlined on 
the attached Exhibit A, specifically, and that the sum of $1,493,763 be raised 
in the Golf Course receipts. 

 
3. That the Town of Braintree appropriate the sum of $17,374,133 to provide for 

all of the expenses for the maintenance and operation of the Town’s Water 
and Sewer Division and related programs for the fiscal year 2016 and that the 
several sums herein set forth are hereby approved for the several purposes as 
outlined on the attached Exhibit A, specifically, that the sum of $103,694 be 
transferred from the Water Sewer Rehabilitation Fund and the balance of 
$17,270,439 be raised in the Water and Sewer receipts. 

 
4. Pursuant to General Law Chapter 44, Section 31D, the town is authorized to 

incur a liability in excess of the amount appropriated for snow and ice for 
fiscal year 2017. 
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16 028 
MOTIONS FOR TOWN COUNCIL  

APPROVAL OF FISCAL YEAR 2017 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE BUDGET  

 
 
 
C1.  In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44b, section 5 of the general laws 

and the recommendation of the community preservation committee, that the sum 
of $95,000 be appropriated from the community preservation fund to the 
community housing reserve for acquisition, creation, preservation, or support of 
community housing or the rehabilitation or restoration of community housing 
that is acquired or created as provided in chapter 44b, section 5, of the general 
laws. 

 
 
C2.   In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44b, section 5 of the general laws 

and the recommendation of the community preservation committee, that the sum 
of $95,000 be appropriated from the community preservation fund to the open 
space reserve for the acquisition, creation, or preservation of open space or the 
rehabilitation or restoration of open space that is acquired or created as provided 
in chapter 44b, section 5, of the general laws. 

 
 
C3.  In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44b, section 5 of the general laws 

and the recommendation of the community preservation committee, that the sum 
of $95,000 be appropriated from the community preservation fund to the historic 
resources reserve for the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation, or restoration of 
historic resources as provided in chapter 44b, section 5, of the general laws. 

 
 
 
C4.  In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44b, section 5 of the general laws 

and the recommendation of the community preservation committee, that the sum 
of $450,000 be appropriated from the community preservation fund to the 
community preservation budgeted reserve as provided in chapter 44b, section 5, 
of the general laws. 

 
 
C5.  In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44b, section 5 of the general laws 

and the recommendation of the community preservation committee, that the sum 
of $40,000 be appropriated from the community preservation fund to for fiscal 
year 2016 administrative operating fund as provided in chapter 44b, section 5, of 
the general laws. said funds to be expended under the direction of community 
preservation committee and by the director of planning and community 
development. 
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EXHIBIT A 
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16 029 
MOTIONS FOR RE-AUTHORIZATION OF REVOLVING FUNDS 

 

R1. That the department of elder affairs be authorized to use a revolving fund in 

accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 

53e1/2 that may be spent by the department of elder affairs without further 

appropriation during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2016, to pay salaries, 

expenses, and contractual services required to provide services and activities for 

the town’s elderly residents.  The department of elder affairs revolving fund is to 

be credited with all fees and charges received during fiscal year 2017 from 

persons using said programs.  The council on aging may spend up to $30,000 in 

revolving fund monies during fiscal year 2017. 

 

R2. That the board of health be authorized to use a revolving   fund in accordance 

with the provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 53e 1/2 that 

may be spent by the board of health without further appropriation during the fiscal 

year commencing July 1, 2016, to pay for salaries, expenses, and contractual 

services associated with purchasing, promoting, and administering public health 

immunizations and for public health education programs. The board of health 

revolving fund is to be credited with all fees and charges collected during fiscal 

year 2017 for immunizations administered under the department of public health.  

The board of health may spend up to $50,000 in revolving fund monies during 

fiscal year 2017. 
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R3.    
The library trustees be authorized to use a revolving fund in accordance with the 

provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 53e1/2 that may be 

spent by the library trustees without further appropriation during the fiscal year 

commencing July 1, 2016, for the purchase of library books, audiovisual materials 

and other library materials.  The Library Trustees revolving fund is to be credited 

with all fines and fees collected during fiscal year 2017 for lost or overdue library 

materials.  The Library Trustees may spend up to $45,000 in revolving fund 

monies during fiscal year 2017. 

 

R4.  
That the library trustees be authorized to use a revolving fund in accordance with 

the provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 53e1/2 that may be 

spent by the library trustees without further appropriation during the fiscal year 

commencing July 1, 2016, for the costs associated with the support and promotion of 

special programs, including salaries related thereto. The Library Trustees revolving fund 

is to be credited with all revenue from the rental of meeting rooms collected during fiscal 

year 2017.   The library trustees may spend up to $5,000 in revolving fund monies during 

fiscal year 2017.  

 

R5.  That the mayor be authorized to use a revolving fund in accordance with the 

provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 53e1/2 that may be spent by 

the mayor, in conjunction with the recycling coordinator, without further appropriation 

during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2016, for the purchase of home composting 
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bins, curbside recycling bins, recycling bags and for the collection of fees and payments 

for recycling materials, including hazardous waste.  The recycling revolving fund is to be 

credited with all fees collected during fiscal year 2017.  The Mayor may spend up to 

$3,000 in revolving fund monies during fiscal year 2017. 

 

R6.  
That the Mayor be authorized to use a revolving fund in accordance with the 

provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 53e1/2 that may be 

spent by the Mayor, in conjunction with the recycling coordinator without further 

appropriation during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2016, for the collection of 

fees and payments from the collection of revenue-generating materials and to use the 

income to promote town recycling initiatives and events, including household 

hazardous waste events.  The recycling revolving fund is to be credited with all 

fees collected during fiscal year 2017.  The Mayor may spend up to $50,000 in 

revolving fund monies during fiscal year 2017. 

 

R7.    
That the School Committee be authorized to use a revolving fund in accordance with 

the provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 53e1/2 that may be 

spent by the School Committee without further appropriation during the fiscal year 

commencing July 1, 2016, to pay for salaries, expenses, and contractual services 

associated with the operation of full day kindergarten.  The revolving fund is to be 

credited with all full day kindergarten fees and charges collected during fiscal year 
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2017.  The School Committee may spend up to $724,000 in revolving fund monies in 

fiscal year 2017. 

 

R-8.    

 That the Mayor be authorized to use a revolving fund in accordance with the 

provisions of Massachusetts general laws chapter 44, section 53e1/2 that may be 

spent by the Mayor, in conjunction with the golf greens superintendent  

without further appropriation during the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2016, for the 

collection of fees and payments from the collection of revenue generated from clinics 

and payments for group and individual lessons and the sales of pro shop materials 

fees collected during fiscal year 2017.  The Mayor may spend up to $55,000 in 

revolving fund monies during fiscal year 2017. 

 



   
 
       Joseph C. Sullivan                                                      781-794-8100 
                 Mayor 
 
 To:  Sean E. Powers, President of the Council 
       Susan Cimino, Clerk of the Council 
        James Casey, Town Clerk 
 
Cc: Michael Coughlin, Chief of Staff and Director of Operations  
            Edward Spellman, Director of Municipal Finance 
 
From: Joseph C. Sullivan, Mayor  
 
Date: April 29, 2016 
 
RE: Fiscal Year 2017 Budget Appropriation   
 
I am pleased to present the Fiscal Year 2017 Operating Budget for the Town of Braintree. This 
budget marks the ninth balanced budget submitted by my administration since Braintree’s newly 
formed government began in 2008.   Your input as Town Council members, in concert with our 
Department Heads, our School Administrators, the residents of Braintree and the business 
community is critical in supporting and prioritizing our budget needs.  Only together can we 
make Braintree a better place to live and work.   
 
Incorporated within this budget is a new initiative to address resident and constituent service 
requests.  We have established a new position of constituent services and we are installing an 
application, that can be used with any mobile device, to allow residents to identify issues and 
report situations that require a municipal response.  These items will be automatically routed to 
the Department designated to address the request, cataloged, timed, addressed and closed in a 
responsive manner.      
 
This budget reflects an accurate and conservative projection of Fiscal Year 2017 revenues and is 
conservative in the area of new expenditures.  State Aid-Receipts are up with a general increase 
in Chapter 70 and unrestricted general aid.  These projections, coupled with the discipline of our 
financial policies, will be submitted to the Department of Revenue in the Fall.  Our new growth 
has been strong with a number of commercial and residential development projects beginning 
construction.  We continue to explore economic development opportunities locally and 
regionally for the benefit of our residents and businesses.    
 
As last year, our Water-Sewer enterprise fund shows less dependence on retained earnings.  The 
Golf enterprise fund continues to support its capital spending and debt service and is balanced.  

Office of the Mayor 
 

One JFK Memorial Drive 
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184 



The Community Preservation Act fund continues to show strong reserves and address important 
projects like the Elm Street cemetery restoration.    
 
We will meet our obligations for non-discretionary funding items such as pension, health 
insurance, principal and interest payments on debt service, OPEB contributions and prospective 
collective bargaining increases.  Including these non-discretionary increases this budget 
submission reflects an overall 4.51% increase in funding.      
  
We are making progress in addressing overtime issues in both the Fire and Police Departments.  
With the implementation of civilian dispatch in Fire and we will reduce the need to request 
supplemental funding.  The Police Department has strengthened community service, traffic and 
juvenile programs and school support.  Its social media outreach has become an important form 
of communications for our community. We will monitor overtime in both Departments and work 
to manage these expenditures in a responsible fashion while providing our newly achieved level 
of service.  
 
We have completed extensive renovations to the East Braintree Fire station and look forward to 
completing a phase two feasibility study for Fire Headquarters.  We are presently going out to 
bid for over $1 million dollars in renovations to our Elder Affairs building.    
 
Our DPW weathered this year’s winter months and completed installation of a new salt and 
chemical storage shed. We will increase our snow and ice budget to $500,000 this year to 
achieve a more accurate annual budget figure.  I take this opportunity to congratulate DPW 
Director, Tom Whalen on his recent retirement.  We are a better Town due to his many years of 
exemplary service. Our Recreation Department continues to ensure that our ball fields, 
playgrounds and other recreational spaces are in good shape as we start youth sports programs 
for the Spring. 
 
This budget fully supports the important needs of the Braintree School District.  Specifically, this 
budget provides an increase of $2,600,000 which exceeds their maintenance-of-effort budget 
with a number of additional teachers and IT support.  We will track any changes in the State 
Budget deliberations and make adjustments as needed when these items are finalized.    
 
We will continue weekend hours of operation at Thayer Public Library in this upcoming year 
and measure participation and usage from our library patrons.  To date this program has been 
well received. Braintree’s Library and its programming is one of the strongest in the region.   
 
As you know, our Planning Department, with the assistance of many stakeholders including 
Council members, has undertaken a review of our zoning by-laws and ordinances as they impact 
our future economic development. This work is meant to address and remedy some of the 
discrepancies that currently exist in many of our zoning ordinances and by-laws.    
 
The Building Department’s on-line permitting and reporting system has been successful not only 
in facilitating the permitting process for residents, builders and contractors but also for our 
internal communications across Departments.        
 
Our Veterans services programs are supported once again in a fashion that we continue to 
express our appreciation for those who have served and who continue to serve our nation.  We 
are grateful for their sacrifice.  



 
 
Moreover, we have budgeted another $25,000 to fund our current work with the Community 
Partnership program.  This money, in addition to the $25,000 put in place with the supplemental 
budget and our funding from our regional associations allow us to combine our efforts in this 
important initiative.  We await the findings and potential recommendations of the Council’s 
committee work on opioids and will be prepared to offer more financial support as we move 
through the year ahead.  In working together we will make a positive difference for the 
individuals and families impacted by this epidemic that has spared no community.   
 
I look forward to another productive year of programming and operations on behalf of the 
residents and businesses in Braintree.   I welcome your review and your questions as we 
deliberate the Fiscal Year 2017 Budget and I respectfully ask that you vote to approve this 
budget as a result of your deliberations.  Thank you. 
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