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Braintree Town Council

Committee on Ordinance & Rules
One JFK Memorial Drive
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184

MEMBERS

David Ringius, Chairman
Steven Sciascia, Vice-Chairman
Julia Flaherty, Member
Lawrence Mackin, Member

AGENDA

Tuesday, MARCH 30, 2021
Starting Time – 6:00 p.m.
REMOTE via ZOOM Webinar

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83742108956
Telephone: Dial US: +1 312 626 6799
Webinar ID: 837 4210 8956
International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb5TVEYBgH

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes
• September 28, 2020
• September 30, 2020
• October 6, 2020
Old Business
• None
New Business
• 054 20 Councilor Mackin: Motion to Establish an Independent Peterson Pool Oversight
Authority/Committee or take up any action relative thereto
Adjournment
Governor Charles Baker has declared a state of emergency in Massachusetts to support the state's
response to COVID-19 (Coronavirus). According to the Town of Braintree's "Temporary Emergency
Policy for Remote Participation Under the Open Meeting Law Pursuant to Massachusetts Executive
Order of March 12, 2020," the Town Council will meet fully remotely for the health and safety of
Councilors and the public during the Massachusetts State of Emergency. The Town Council will be using
Zoom software to run meetings online for the immediate future. The Town continues to monitor the
situation through the Health Department and specific questions should be directed to the Public Health
Nurse at 781-794-8094 or Marybeth McGrath, Director of Health, at 781-794-8095.
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MEMBERS
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Julia Flaherty, Member
Lawrence Mackin, Jr, Member

September 28, 2020
MINUTES
A meeting of the Committee on Ordinance & Rules was held Remote via Zoom Webinar on Monday,
September 28, 2020 beginning at 5:00pm.
Chairman Ringius was in the Chair.
Clerk of the Council, Susan Cimino conducted the roll call.
All votes were conducted by Roll Call Vote.
Present:

David Ringius, Jr, Chairman
Steven Sciascia, Vice-Chairman
Julia Flaherty, Member
Lawrence Mackin, Jr, Member

Approval of Minutes
• July 22, 2020
A Motion was made by Councilor Sciascia to approve the minutes of July 22, 2020.
Motion: by Councilor Sciascia to Approve the Minutes of July 22, 2020
Second: by Councilor Flaherty
Roll Call Vote: For (4 – Flaherty, Mackin, Ringius, Sciascia), Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0)

Old Business
• 002 20 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action relative thereto
(Rule Fifty-Six: Adoption of Rules)
Councilor Ringius, Chairman of the Committee on Ordinance & Rules stated the Town Council Rules
are generally updated every two years (that being the even years). These are the rules by which the
Council governs itself. They are important for our meetings to run effectively and efficiently. We
met a couple of times in person then COVID hit and we ultimately began meeting via zoom. We took
this up at our previous Full Council meeting. There were amendments and things other Councilors
wanted to see. As we went through that meeting it seemed the best thing to do was to refer this
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back to Ordinance & Rules to address some of these items the other Councilors wanted to see. I
wanted to welcome District 5 Councilor Boericke.
Councilor Boericke stated my proposal is the Citizens Participation Rule. My intension is to provide
residents with the opportunity to address the Council on Agenda Items. I broke this down into two
distinct components. The agenda is usually posted on Friday. Residents can review the agenda and if
residents have a particular need to speak, they can make it known to the Council President and/or
Clerk of the Council by Monday at 10am. (Polling Locations is one discussion that comes to mind). I
still want to preserve the Citizens Concerns for all other items to get on the agenda.
Councilor Sciascia stated I like the idea of giving residents more of an opportunity to speak. My
concern is the agenda goes out on Friday, residents will see it but nobody will know that someone is
going to speak on a given topic besides the Council. I fear that would create a lot of one-sided
presentations. If we are going to allow the public to speak, we have to allow the public more broadly
to speak. If people are going to challenge then we have to give people the opportunity to do that.
Councilor Flaherty stated this raises Open Meeting concerns. I really like the prospect of allowing
residents to speak. There is a lot of merit to those ideas. I take the Open Meeting concerns
seriously.
Councilor Sciascia stated his Rule “B” was any Councilor with a majority could make a motion before
a vote is called to open any agenda item up to public discussion. This way you are limiting the topic
to what is on the agenda so there shouldn’t be an open meeting violation there.
Councilor Boericke stated her opinion is it would be for someone to speak about an item that is on
the agenda already. For instance, a poll worker wanting to speak and give their opinion on changing
of polling locations (when that was on the agenda). Most of us strive to strengthen citizen
participation and resident input. That was the spirit of my change.
Chairman Ringius stated I feel like Councilor Boericke and Councilor Sciascia are proposing similar
amendments. Councilor Boericke is stating let Clerk Cimino know a resident wants to speak by
Monday. Councilor Sciascia is stating if someone wants to speak at the meeting and allowing it. Both
are speaking of items already listed on the agenda.
Chairman Ringius read into record an opinion from Solicitor Taub. Ms. Taub stated “On the proposed
changes to Rule 35, I have a couple of questions. My overall concern is that we may end up in a
situation where there is an open meeting law concern if citizens are able to submit requests until the
day before the meeting. I see the reference to “Citizens Concerns/Council Response” in the rules, but
don’t recall seeing that on an actual agenda—if a citizen asks to speak, and the category is not listed
on the agenda, it will be too late on Monday to add it. Also, this revision essentially creates a public
comment period at each meeting. I recall some discussion on this concept and did not think it was
something the council wanted to add to the meetings. It would also potentially conflict with one of
the proposals noted at the end of the draft (Rule B).”
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Chairman Ringius stated it is almost that you are allowing a public comment at any meeting. It is a
balance. School Committee always had the public comment period. It can be great and we do want
to be open and transparent and allow folks to talk about issues but on the same token that can add a
significant period of time to a meeting. As representatives of folks, they can contact there Councilor
to speak on their behalf.
Chairman Ringius asked for clarification from Town Solicitor Taub.
Councilor Sciascia stated none of us are asking for a permanent Citizens Concerns were anyone can
get up and discuss whatever they want. We are saying a public comment section done either that
evening or ahead of time.
Chairman Ringius stated in Rule 32 there is a Citizen Concern section there. We should look at that
rule.
Councilor Sciascia stated Rule 65 O&R discussed moving amount of $2,500 to $1,000 and it shouldn’t
be converted back to $1,000.
Rule 30 title should be Public Hearings and Public Comment – same rules in place like 5 minute time
limit.
Councilor Sciascia’s amendment Rule “A” is to post Council expenditures. Rule C is correspondence
received by a Councilor should be forwarded to other Councilors in a reasonable amount of time
through Clerk of the Council.
Councilor Flaherty stated this is a change I can support this but it seems like we are making rules
about professional courtesy.
Chairman Ringius stated this makes sense if we receive a communication that the resident wants it to
be forwarded to all members. Where would we insert this Rule “A” into the rules? We could make
this a new Rule 37 and everything else gets bumped down from that.
Discussion on Rule “A” ended with it being renumbered to Rule 66 and titled: Councilor Expenditure
Reports. Rule states: A running list of all expenditures of funds for the year by the Council will be
published to the town website regularly and the list shall be updated within 30 days of the approval
of the expenditure.
For Rule Thirty-Six: Anonymous Communications - Unsigned communications shall not be introduced
in the Council.
Members asked this to be forwarded to Solicitor Taub for legality then decided these are Town
Council Rules and this is by which the Council governs themselves and it is their decision whether to
introduce or not.
Councilor Sciascia stated for Rule 37, O&R was going to discuss reducing membership for the
Committee of Ways & Means to 4 members instead of the current 5.
Councilor Flaherty stated there is value in having an odd number in a committee so you have a tie
breaker. Being on a committee means you have put more time in it and your recommendation is not
binding. If someone wants to be a 5th on a committee, I do not see that as a negative.
Councilor Sciascia stated I would prefer 4 members but I do not prefer 4 right now and kicking
someone off the committee that is currently on it and invested a lot of time and effort.
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Chairman Ringius stated it does say originally 4 to 5 members. I say leave it at that for now.
Councilor Mackin stated Rule 65 was originally $2,500 and O&R lowered it to $1,000. We did decide
to lower it for a reason for public perception we might come into hard times.
Chairman Ringius stated there might be some tough financial decisions to make. My feeling is send it
back to the full Council with $1,000 and if they want to address to increase it they can.
Councilor Flaherty asked what MMA typically costs per Councilor. The answer being approximately
$450.
Chairman Ringius explained Rule 38 which was amended by Solicitor Taub per the request of O&R.
Rule Thirty-Eight: Attendance of Councilors at Public Meetings: Councilors may attend committee
meetings or meetings of another board, committee or commission or like entity of the Town;
however, when a quorum of councilors is in attendance they may not deliberate on matters within
the Town Council’s jurisdiction. Deliberation includes expressing an opinion on matters within the
Town Council’s jurisdiction, even if no other councilor responds.
O&R agreed to Rule 38 as written.
A Motion was made by Councilor Sciascia to TABLE to the next O&R on September 30, 2020 at 5pm.
Motion: by Councilor Sciascia to TABLE to September 30, 2020 at 5pm
Second: by Councilor Flaherty
Roll Call Vote: For (4 – Flaherty, Mackin, Ringius, Sciascia), Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0)

New Business
• None

It was unanimously voted by Roll Call to adjourn the meeting at 6:13 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan M. Cimino
Clerk of the Council

Documents provided for Meeting

• 002 20 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action relative thereto
• Minutes July 22, 2020
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Braintree Town Council
Committee on Ordinance & Rules
One JFK Memorial Drive
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184

MEMBERS
David Ringius, Jr, Chairman
Steven Sciascia, Vice- Chairman
Julia Flaherty, Member
Lawrence Mackin, Jr, Member

September 30, 2020
MINUTES
A meeting of the Committee on Ordinance & Rules was held Remote via Zoom Webinar on
Wednesday, September 30, 2020 beginning at 5:00pm.
Chairman Ringius was in the Chair.
Clerk of the Council, Susan Cimino conducted the roll call.
All votes were conducted by Roll Call Vote.
Present:

David Ringius, Jr, Chairman left meeting @6:03pm
Steven Sciascia, Vice-Chairman
Julia Flaherty, Member
Lawrence Mackin, Jr, Member

Approval of Minutes
• None
Old Business
• 002 20 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action relative thereto
(Rule Fifty-Six: Adoption of Rules)
A Motion was made by Councilor Sciascia to Take off the TABLE item 002 20
Motion: by Councilor Sciascia to Take off the TABLE item 002 20
Second: by Councilor Flaherty
Roll Call Vote: For (4 – Flaherty, Mackin, Ringius, Sciascia), Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0)
Councilor Ringius, Chairman of the Committee on Ordinance & Rules stated the Town Council Rules
are generally updated every two years (that being the even years). These are the rules by which the
Council governs itself. They are important for our meetings to run effectively and efficiently. We
met a couple of times in person then COVID hit and we ultimately began meeting via zoom. We took
this up at our previous Full Council meeting. There were amendments and things other Councilors
wanted to see. As we went through that meeting it seemed the best thing to do was to refer this
back to Ordinance & Rules to address some of these items the other Councilors wanted to see.
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Tonight we are joined by Councilor O’Brien to address some items. We also referred two items for
clarification to our Town Solicitor. We will schedule another meeting next week.
Councilor O’Brien stated his following proposals:
This first one is regarding publication. My goal is to stop the publications in newspapers however
based on legislation I will stand down.
1). Not to be repetitive from a separate email, my preference is to continue to include the section on
publication and let the majority decide. It is something I feel passionate about, it has been discussed
among members and I will be lobbying for the Charter as well. I’ll do the same during my session at
the 9/15 Council Meeting when we discuss these Rules again. If you need me to include the AG’s
paragraph again, just let me know.
2). Regarding Rule D (See Modified Council Rules)
An additional note in support of Rule D is that rules 33, 34 & 56 could be incorporated in Rule D. The
purpose for this Rule is simply to have all documentation for analysis at the time something is
proposed, not 30-45 minutes before going into a Committee or Council meeting. Also, the wording in
the last sentence of the first paragraph marked Rule D (a) is to prevent a proposal being considered
during a lame duck Council session after an election regardless of whether Council Seats remain
static.
Rule “D” or Rule 59 - Pre-filing of Town Council Business:
(a) At any time between regular Town Council sessions, but no later than ten (10) days before the
beginning of a regular session, measures including proposed ordinances, appropriation orders, loan
authorizations, or any other measures in general, must be pre-filed with the Town Clerk and Clerk of
the Council for introduction at the next Town Council session. However, no measure shall be pre-filed
between final adjournment of the last regular session of a legislative term and promulgation of the
returns of the Town Election for members of the Council for the next succeeding term. After
promulgation of the election returns, any member-elect or the executive branch may then pre-file
measures for introduction at the next regular session.
(b) No measure shall be pre-filed without the complete measure including all supporting
documentation being set forth in full in the filing. Summarized measures will be rejected and sent
back to the original author.
(c) The author of a pre-filed measure may amend the measure at any time prior to introduction to
the Town Council by written request to the Town Clerk. In such case, the Town Clerk shall accept the
amendment but will be required to once again begin the pre-filing time-line.
(d) The author of a pre-filed measure may withdraw it at any time prior to introduction to the Town
Council by written request to the Town Clerk and Clerk of the Council. In such case, the measure shall
be reclaimed from the Council and its withdrawal with be entered on the Town Council Agenda.
Councilor Sciascia stated I somewhat agree with the idea of this but if we were to do it I would want
it to be only for items coming from the Mayor’s office.
Councilor Mackin stated the 10 days seems a little long.
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Councilor O’Brien stated the jest of this is the pre-filing should include all documents. Instead of 10
days 5 business days might be ok.
Councilor Flaherty stated this needs to be refined. The language is a little convoluted.
Councilor Ringius stated (d) is good to have withdrawal power. (c) is good to allow amendments. I
agree this runs with Rule 33 and Rule 34 and we might be able to incorporate this in. 10 days does
seem a little long.
Councilor O’Brien stated to prevent a proposal being considered during a lame duck Council session
after an election regardless of whether Council Seats remain static. I am concerned if a Councilor
who lost its seat votes on something they were not going to support before now doesn’t really care
and votes to support it.
Councilor Ringius stated I understand but Councilors are elected to serve a full two years not 1 year
10 months.
Councilor O’Brien stated the only thing I really want is when a measure is filed all documentation is
included.
Councilor O’Brien continued:
3). The following seem to be in conflict or confusing, assuming by “Chair” this rule is targeting the
Presidential Chair:
Rule Two, second paragraph: The President shall not serve as Chair of a committee, standing or
special And Rule Four: Substitute Chair
The President may call any member to the Chair, but such substitutes shall not continue longer than
one meeting. The President may continue to express his/her opinion on any subject under debate in
the presence of the substitute Chair.
If Rule Four is for committee chairs, we should modify the rule title clearly to “Substitute Committee
Chair”.
Councilor Ringius stated if this was a public hearing and a subject matter expert was on the Council
and better to “chair” the meeting and the President could call that person to “chair” that section of
the meeting. I feel this is the spirit of this rule. Calling them to “the chair”…
Councilor O’Brien thought this was more of a committee chair. I defer to the committee.
Councilor O’Brien did not discuss his item (4).
Councilor O’Brien stated if we put in my Rule D this could be taken care of:
5). My view continues (from my previous submission to O&R) to be that Rule 35 and Rule 52 conflict.
Also, if O&R has decided to move the finish line in order for residents to communicate at a Council
meeting, how do residents know what an agenda item entails if the agenda detail hasn’t been
published?
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Councilor O’Brien stated:
6). Shouldn’t the following paragraph from Rule 35 be moved to Rule 32?
The agenda will be prepared by the Clerk of the Council or his/her designee and the President. All
matters to be brought before the Council shall be numbered by the Clerk of the Council or his/her
designee at the time they are filed. Each item shall be numbered sequentially beginning with the first
item filed in a calendar year.
Councilor Ringius stated this Rule 35/32 are being addressed by this committee and I agree with you
on this as well. I believe the final paragraph in Rule 35 be moved to Rule 32.
7). Considering some committee’s haven’t met for a considerable amount of time, I propose the
following:
Rule Forty-Two: Committee Reports
Every committee of the Council to which any subject may be referred, shall report thereon to the
Council. Annually or bi-annually, at the discretion of the Chair, all committee’s shall provide a report
to the Full Council summarizing the results of the committee’s meeting(s).
Councilor Ringius stated we might want to take out “at the discretion of the Chair”
8). Current (previous) Rule Forty-Four: now Rule 49: Town Auditor - should remain as it stands
(stood). We are not in a dictatorship (see Rule 9) and while the President MAY be able to balance the
workload of the Internal Auditor, the President should NOT be allowed to dictate whether a
"condition of the Town" we want to have reviewed by the Internal Auditor is allowed to be rejected,
regardless of the last sentence. Rule 49 should stand as presented here:
Rule Forty-Nine: Town Auditor
At the request of the Council President, the Town Auditor shall be required, either in person or by
deputy, to attend Council meetings. Any member of the Council may at any time call upon the Town
Auditor for oral or written opinions of the financial conditions of the town.
Councilor Flaherty stated we were making these rules for Councilor in the future and the fact we pay
the Town Auditor and might need to decide what projects the Town Auditor takes on.
Councilor Ringius stated we write these rules as “faceless” individuals to allow a check back if the
President does not allow something. Perhaps we overthought this and made it too limiting. Again,
any Rule can be revised at any time.
Councilor O’Brien stated the Town Auditor reports to all of us.
Councilor Ringius left the meeting at 6:03pm
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9). Rule 44, if we include Rule D as described, this would be moot as all documentation will have
been presented in order to be considered for Council meetings.
Councilor O’Brien stated if information to come before a meeting is not ready then the matter is
referred… the rule I proposed eliminates that.
Councilor Sciascia stated I read that a little differently. I read that the committee is still deliberating
and has still not made a recommendation. It goes back to the full Council with no documentation.
Councilor O’Brien stated I stand down on that.
Councilor O’Brien stated I do not see the need for this Rule 53:
10). Rule 53, are we immature (See Rule 15 - "...any member may leave the Council Chambers
without explanation")? Is 53 really needed? If a constituent wants to have a discussion, or if we have
to attend to something important, do we “need” a rule to tell us how to conduct ourselves?
Councilor O’Brien asked when this would be true. I do not want anyone speaking for me.
11). Could the O&R Chair please elaborate on Rule 57 and it’s intent?
Councilor Flaherty stated I feel this intent is to allow the President/Vice-President to stated
condolences, or congratulations on behalf of the council members.
Discussion was to remove this rule.
12). Rule Sixty-Five - I object to the reduction of the current authorization from $2,500 to $1,000.
Members read through the redlines on this revised version of Town Council Rules starting at the
beginning.
Rule Thirty: Public Hearings
Change to Majority NOT two-thirds
Rule Thirty-Three and Rule Thirty-Four might be changed with any additional Rule D of Councilor
O’Brien. The change of day was made from Wednesday to Thursday.
Rule Thirty-Five – move final paragraph to rule 32.
Rule Thirty-Seven – leave W&M to 4 or 5 and discuss further at full Council.
Rule Thirty-Eight – revised by Town Solicitor. Members agreed with changes to bring forward to full
Council.
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Rule Forty-Two – Committee Reports.
Councilor Sciascia asked if Clerk of the Council was going to have to do a lot more work on these
Committee Reports.
Councilor Flaherty stated couldn’t minutes be enough for large committees.
Rule Forty-Nine – Town Auditor
Councilor Mackin stated I am fine with removing the final sentence …”This request shall be put in
writing and approved by the Council President…”
Rule Sixty-Five – Travel Expenditures
Committee members wanted the amount to be $1,000 not $2,500.
Councilor Sciascia’s Rule B – we are waiting to hear from Solicitor Taub.
Rule “D” – Pre-filing of Town Council Business that is proposed by Councilor O’Brien was discussed.
Councilor Sciascia stated this is to avoid any big document dump right before a Town Council
meeting.
A Motion was made by Councilor Mackin to TABLE to the next O&R
Motion: by Councilor Mackin to TABLE to September 30, 2020 at 5pm
Second: by Councilor Flaherty
Roll Call Vote: For (3 – Flaherty, Mackin, , Sciascia), Against (0), Absent (1 - Ringius), Abstain (0)

New Business
• None
It was unanimously voted by Roll Call to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan M. Cimino
Clerk of the Council

Documents provided for Meeting

• 002 20 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action relative thereto
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Braintree Town Council
Committee on Ordinance & Rules
One JFK Memorial Drive
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184

MEMBERS
David Ringius, Jr, Chairman
Steven Sciascia, Vice- Chairman
Julia Flaherty, Member
Lawrence Mackin, Jr, Member

October 6, 2020
MINUTES
A meeting of the Committee on Ordinance & Rules was held Remote via Zoom Webinar on Tuesday,
October 6, 2020 beginning at 6:00pm.
Chairman Ringius was in the Chair.
Clerk of the Council, Susan Cimino conducted the roll call.
All votes were conducted by Roll Call Vote.
Present:

David Ringius, Jr, Chairman
Steven Sciascia, Vice-Chairman
Julia Flaherty, Member
Lawrence Mackin, Jr, Member

Approval of Minutes
• None
Old Business
• 002 20 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action relative thereto
(Rule Fifty-Six: Adoption of Rules)
A Motion was made by Councilor Sciascia to Take off the TABLE item 002 20
Motion: by Councilor Sciascia to Take off the TABLE item 002 20
Second: by Councilor Flaherty
Roll Call Vote: For (4 – Flaherty, Mackin, Ringius, Sciascia), Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0)
Councilor Ringius, Chairman of the Committee on Ordinance & Rules stated the Town Council Rules
are generally updated every two years (that being the even years). These are the rules by which the
Council governs itself. They are important for our meetings to run effectively and efficiently. We
met a couple of times in person then COVID hit and we ultimately began meeting via zoom. We did
vote this with a 4-0 vote and brought it before the full Council. We then took this up at our previous
Full Council meeting. There were amendments and things other Councilors wanted to see. As we
went through that meeting it seemed the best thing to do was to refer this back to Ordinance &
Rules to address some of these items the other Councilors wanted to see.
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Chairman Ringius read through discussion points:
Rule 4 leave as is
Rule 30 add to title word “Public” Hearings
Rule 30 back to majority instead of 2/3rds
Rule Thirty: Public Hearings
The time devoted to public hearings at any meeting of the Council shall not be more than three (3)
hours at any one sitting. Any hearing not completed within the specified time may be continued to
another meeting. Hearings which are authorized by the order of the Council shall have precedence
and shall be followed by public presentations. Five (5) minutes shall be allowed each speaker to
express his/her views on the matter being heard by the Council. Additional time may be granted at
the discretion of the Council President or Chairperson or by a majority two-thirds vote of the
Council after a motion by any Councilor.
Rule 37 approved W&M to be 4 to 5 members.
Rule Thirty-Seven: Standing Committees
There shall be appointed standing committees of the Council as follows:
WAYS AND MEANS to consist of four (4) to five (5) members…
Rule 42
O&R felt this was not necessary – Year end Committee report for many committees did not seem
necessary…especially if minutes included more than required. Discussion continued and changed the
wording in red below.
Rule Forty-Two: Committee Reports
Every committee of the Council to which any subject may be referred, shall report thereon to the
Council. Annually or bi-annually, at the discretion of the Chair, all committee’s shall provide a report
to the Full Council summarizing the results of the committee’s meeting(s).
On a bi-annual basis all committees shall provide a report to the Full Council summarizing the results
of the committee’s meeting(s).
Rule 49
O&R originally included final two sentences/Councilor opposed it and wants it removed…O&R
member stated we crafted these for “hypothetical” Council in the future. We don’t want to make it
we can’t reach out to our Town Auditor. We should monitor this for the future but take out the last
two sentences for now.
Rule Forty-Nine: Town Auditor
At the request of the Council President, the Town Auditor shall be required, either in person or by
deputy, to attend Council meetings. Any member of the Council may at any time call upon the Town
Auditor for oral or written opinions of the financial conditions of the town. This request shall be in
writing and approved by the Council President. If rejected by the Council President it may be voted
on at the next Town Council meeting and require 2/3rds vote of the Council.
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Rule 53
Councilor felt this was not necessary – don’t need to be told how to “handle” self. Members felt
there is a protocol to this situation and good to keep especially for new council members
information. Leave as is this rule.
Rule Fifty-Three: Councilor/Citizen Side-Bar
If anyone other than a Town official desires to speak to a member of the Council while the Council is
in session, the member, if agreeable to the request, shall leave his/her seat and retire to the rear of
the Council Chamber or elsewhere until the conversation is finished.
Rule 56
O&R was questioning this. Discussion was this would be updated communications, let’s say Covid
updates etc. We want up to the minute information. We don’t need to ask for this in advance.
The decision was to remove this from the rules.
Rule Fifty-Six: Communications from Mayor
A list of the communications from the Mayor with their subject matter to be submitted to the
Council shall be distributed at least two (2) business days before the Council meeting to every Town
Councilor.
Rule 57
Councilor did not like the “families” included…O&R stated possibly a happy announcement? There is
no need to have a rule for this.
The decision was to remove this from the rules.
Rule Fifty-Seven: Council Expression
The Council President or Vice President is authorized to convey the expression of interest shown by
the Council on all occasions affecting its members and their families.
Rule 65
Councilor wanted $2,500 - O&R agreed on $1,000. This was brought forward again. Based on where
we stand right now with Covid we do not know what the future looks like. O&R thought cutting this
to $1,000 was appropriate at this time.
Rule Sixty-Five: Travel/Conference Reimbursement Policy For Braintree Town Councilors
Expenses – Subject to appropriation, the Town Councilors shall be entitled to reimbursement of the
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties (including but not limited
to conference and meals). This policy will be considered prior authorization by the Town Council that
also allows mileage reimbursement in accordance with IRS federal tax regulations. Such
reimbursement should be submitted to the President of the Braintree Town Council. This prior
authorization will be limited to $1,000 per year for each Braintree Town Councilor and will not need
an additional vote by the Braintree Town Council. Should a Councilor exceed this amount, they will
still be able to submit a request to the full Braintree Town Council for approval.
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Rule 66
Rename to Rule 66: Council Expenditure Reports This was Rule A from Councilor Sciascia. This is
approved by O&R
Rule A: Title
A running list of all expenditures of funds for the year by the Council will be published to the town
website regularly and the list shall be updated within 30 days of the approval of the expenditure.
Rule “B”
Councilor Sciascia stated according to Solicitor Taub would violate open meeting laws so this will not
work.
Rule B: Title (placement of this rule after TC rule #20?) title was discussed as Public Comments
At any point during discussion of an agenda item but before a motion is made calling for a vote on
the item a motion may be made to open a public comment period subject to approval by a majority
vote of the council.
Rule 37
O&R discussed this. The discussion is amend it 5 business days instead of 48 hours and 10 business
days.
Rename to Rule 37: Distribution of Council Correspondence
Rule C: Title
Correspondence received by any Councilor that is intended for distribution to the full council shall be
distributed to the full Council within 48 hours if received electronically or 10 days if received in any
other form. Council member will forward to the Clerk of the Council for distribution.
Rule “D”
Councilor suggests - Rule D is that rules 33, 34 & 56 should be incorporated into one
Discussion was to remove highlighted YELLOW and possibly just add to Rules 33/34 which seem to
state similar information - too much in one rule. O&R liked separating requirements for Mayor/Depts
and council members who were submitting information for agenda.
O&R said this Rule D is very wordy.
Councilor Sciascia said he feels this should only be items brought forward from the Mayor’s office. I
do not think this states anything more than the Rules already in place. Now we have everything due
on Thursday but things can be amended after the fact.
Councilor Flaherty stated I think this Rule D is asking for all information ahead of time so Council
members have plenty of time to review information they will be voting on.
Paragraph (b) was also not favorable… O&R had further discussion. Council needs to stand strong if
the documentation is not received. The rule exists in 33/34. Also late items are allowed with vote of
the Council. O&R decided to not have Rule D but to keep Rules 33/34 with small revisions.
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Rule D - Pre-filing of Town Council Business
(a) At any time between regular Town Council sessions, but no later than ten (10) five (5) days before
the beginning of a regular session, measures including proposed ordinances, appropriation orders,
loan authorizations, or any other measures in general, must be pre-filed with the Town Clerk and
Clerk of the Council for introduction at the next Town Council session. However, no measure shall be
pre-filed between final adjournment of the last regular session of a legislative term and promulgation
of the returns of the Town Election for members of the Council for the next succeeding term. After
promulgation of the election returns, any member-elect or the executive branch may then pre-file
measures for introduction at the next regular session.
(b) No measure shall be pre-filed without the complete measure including all supporting
documentation being set forth in full in the filing. Summarized measures will be rejected and sent
back to the original author.
(c) The author of a pre-filed measure may amend the measure at any time prior to introduction to
the Town Council by written request to the Town Clerk and Clerk of the Council. In such case, the
Town Clerk and Clerk of the Council shall accept the amendment but will be required to once again
begin the pre-filing time-line.
(d) The author of a pre-filed measure may withdraw it at any time prior to introduction to the Town
Council by written request to the Town Clerk and Clerk of the Council. In such case, the measure shall
be reclaimed from the Council and its withdrawal with be entered on the Town Council Agenda.
Rules 33/34
O&R decided to not have Rule D but to keep Rules 33/34 with small revisions.
Discussion continued about Rules 33/34:
Rule 33/34 - Was originally Wednesday. Council President asked it be Thursday…
33/34 could be updated to include some of Councilor O’Brien’s “D” proposal…
There is already a line stating late items require 2/3rds vote…
Rule Thirty-Three: Agenda Requests from Other Town Departments
All items for the agenda including communications and reports from the Mayor, other Town Officers
and Town Boards shall be submitted to the Town Clerk’s Office and to the Clerk of the Council no
later than 10:00 AM on Thursday preceding the regular Council meeting. A copy of said reports and
agenda shall be delivered to the Council no later than Friday preceding the regular Council meeting.
No measures will be pre-filed without all documentation. Late items require a two-thirds vote of the
members of the Town Council to be allowed at the Council meeting. Any item authorized for the
agenda must be specified on the agenda, by whom it is introduced.
Was originally Wednesday…
Rule Thirty-Four: Agenda Requests from Council Members
All items for the agenda requested by Council Members shall be submitted to the Town Clerk’s Office
and to the Clerk of the Council no later than 10:00 AM on Thursday preceding the regular Council
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meeting. A copy of said reports and agenda shall be delivered to the Council no later than Friday
preceding the regular Council meeting. Late items require a two-thirds vote of the members of the
Town Council to be allowed at the Council meeting. Any item authorized for the agenda must be
specified on the agenda, by whom it is introduced. If a request cannot be on the next agenda the
Council President shall specify when it will be placed on the agenda and must be placed within 3
meetings unless agreement between the Councilor making the request and the Council President.
Rule “35” proposed
Councilor Boericke PROPOSED Rule 35 (WAITING ON additional legal Opinion on 35 (Councilor
Boericke) and “B” (Councilor Sciascia)
Rule “Thirty-Five”: Citizen Participation at Council Meetings
Individuals requesting time to address the Council under “Citizens Concerns/Council Response”
pertaining to the current agenda shall make their request no later than 10:00 AM on the Monday
preceding the Council meeting. Speakers shall mutually agree in advance with Council President
and/or Clerk of the Council as to presentation length.
Individuals requesting time to address the Council under “Citizens Concerns/Council Response”
pertaining to all other items shall make their request no later than 10:00 AM on the Thursday
preceding the Council meeting. If a general Citizen request cannot be on the next agenda the Council
President shall specify when it will be placed on the agenda and must be placed within 3 meetings
unless agreement between the Citizen making the request and the Council President. Speakers shall
mutually agree in advance with Council President and/or Clerk of the Council as to presentation
length. All items including but not limited to letters, written communications, reports or other
materials being submitted from individuals addressing the Council must be submitted to the Town
Clerk’s Office and to the Clerk of the Council no later than 10:00 AM on Thursday preceding the
regular Council meeting.
The agenda will be prepared by the Clerk of the Council or his/her designee and the President. All
matters to be brought before the Council shall be numbered by the Clerk of the Council or his/her
designee at the time they are filed. Each item shall be numbered sequentially beginning with the first
item filed in a calendar year.

Councilor Sciascia stated it is frustrating that as we try to allow a full public comment period we
could add to Rule 42 to allow Committee reports that we may have a public comment period before
we take a vote at the full Council. The full Council could say ok lets table this item and make sure we
get this on the next agenda to avoid potential open meeting law violations. This is just a
recommendation.
Councilor Flaherty if committees meet far enough in advance we can avoid any potential open
meeting law violations. How can we have a binding recommendation.
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Councilor Ringius stated I am open to public comment periods. I think the public should be able to
comment but we do run into open meeting laws. What is the ramification if something needs to be
voted in a timely manner is my question.
Rule 35 - original
Original Rule 35 with some changes from O&R on 10/6/2020:
Rule Thirty-Five: Citizen Participation at Council Meetings
Individuals requesting time to address the Council under “Citizens Concerns/Council Response” shall
make their request no later than 10:00 AM on the Thursday Wednesday preceding the Council
meeting. Speakers shall mutually agree in advance with Council President and/or Clerk of the Council
as to presentation length. All items including but not limited to letters, written communications,
reports or other materials being submitted from individuals addressing the Council must be
submitted to the Town Clerk’s Office and to the Clerk of the Council no later than 10:00 AM on
Thursday Wednesday preceding the regular Council meeting.
This has been moved to Rule 32:
The agenda will be prepared by the Clerk of the Council or his/her designee and the President. All
matters to be brought before the Council shall be numbered by the Clerk of the Council or his/her
designee at the time they are filed. Each item shall be numbered sequentially beginning with the first
item filed in a calendar year.
Rule 8/Rule 3
Councilor Ringius went back to Rule 8 for discussion.
Rule Eight: Committee Appointments
The Council President shall appoint all members of all committees of the Town Council, whether
special or standing. (Appointments are subject to Rule Three: Appeals from Decision of the
President).
Councilor Flaherty states it significantly reduces the power of the President to keep this last
sentence. Either the President decides committee appointments or the President does not decide
committee appointments. If you have a President that the decision is not binding it is really the
Council who is nominating and it could become a circus.
Councilor Flaherty is opposed to the final sentence in Rule Eight.
Councilor Sciascia stated we did determine appointments are subject to appeal. This is just to clarify
it.
Councilor Mackin stated he agreed to leave in the appointments are subject to rule 3.
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Councilor Flaherty stated the language of rule 3 is for rules of order “The President shall preserve
decorum and decide all questions of order…”
Rule Three: Appeals from Decision of the President
The President shall preserve decorum and decide all questions of order, subject to appeal to Council.
Any member of the Council may appeal the decision of the President by motion. No other business
shall be in order until the question of appeal is decided. In the case of an appeal from a ruling of the
President, the question shall be: “Shall the decision of the President stand as the decision of the
Council?” The vote upon the question of appeal from the ruling of the President shall be by roll call to
be decided by a simple majority. If a member transgresses the rules of the Council, the President, or
any member by addressing the President, shall call him/her to order, in which case he/she shall be
seated, unless permitted to explain.

A Motion was made by Councilor Sciascia approve Town Council Rules as amended
Motion: by Councilor Sciascia approve Town Council Rules as amended
Second: by Councilor Mackin
Roll Call Vote: For (4 – Flaherty, Mackin, Ringius, Sciascia), Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0)
NOTED: Councilor Flaherty voted to approve the Town Council Rules with the exception of
Rule Eight: Committee Appointments
New Business
• None
It was unanimously voted by Roll Call to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan M. Cimino
Clerk of the Council

Documents provided for Meeting

• 002 20 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action relative thereto
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