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AGENDA

Wednesday, May 25, 2022
Starting Time – 6:00p.m.
Remote via Zoom

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
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Roll Call
Approval of Minutes
• None
Old Business
• 20 034 Councilor O’Brien: 8.800 Single-Use Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw or take up any action
related thereto
New Business
• 006 22 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action related thereto
• 22 037 Council President: Tree Protection Ordinance or take up any action related thereto
(Initial read through)
Adjournment
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Braintree Commission on Disabilities
1 JFK Memorial Dr.
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184
March 7, 2022

Chairperson Ringius and Members of Committee on Rules and Ordinances,
Thank you for allowing the Braintree Commission on Disabilities to review the draft of the
proposed Single-Use Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw (8.800).
After reviewing the current proposed bylaw draft, the Braintree Commission on Disabilities
would like to make the following recommendations:

COD Recommendations Around Accessibility & Functionality:
The Braintree Commission on Disabilities strongly feels that if thin lm plastic bags are
prohibited, the alternative should be a certi ed compostable bag, not a thicker plastic (4mil
LDPE) bag as is currently proposed in the draft of the bylaw.
Certi ed compostable bags are nearly identical in structure and functionality to the existing
single-use plastic bags that many people with disabilities depend on:
•
•
•
•
•

The design provides the needed exibility for use with various types of mobility devices.
They are easier to manage for many people with strength or dexterity issues.
Immune-compromised individuals rely on single-use bags for reducing infection risks.
People who re-use single use bags as trash bags - especially for things like medical waste
have a similar substitute.
They become less of a barrier on public transit for people with disabilities trying to board
and get around other transit-users purchases.

This substitute bene ts both people with disabilities as well as the environment. Certi ed
compostable bags create less environmental impact than 4mil LDPE bags, so substituting
single use plastic with certi ed compostable plastic will prevent additional thicker plastic
waste.
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Washington State implemented a similar single-use plastic bag ban on October 1, 2021,
choosing certi ed compostable bags as the replacement - which has been successful for
both residents and businesses.

Many communities in Massachusetts as well as across the US implementing bag bans are also
adding a fee per bag. While the proposed ordinance doesn’t currently include a fee, we want
to strongly discourage adding a fee because of the nancial impact it may bring to low
income residents, seniors and people with disabilities:
•
•

•

•

•

Poverty often intersects with disability and aging, and the added cost for individuals with a
xed income may add additional nancial burden.
A senior or a person with a disability who needs bags with minimal weight will be further
impacted by a fee as it will require more bags for them to pack their purchases into than
an able-bodied person - which will result in higher total fees.
Many who are aging or living with various types of both visible and invisible disabilities
struggle with executive functioning or memory, and should not be penalized if they fail to
remember to bring reusable bags.
Non-drivers locally are most often low income, disabled, and/or seniors, so those that
depend on public transit or walking to access our community may have additional
barriers around bringing reusable bags as well, as they may not have a car to leave them
in and may be forced to carry them around all day prior to errands.
Low income people paying with EBT/SNAP and WIC still need cash to pay for bags to
transport their purchases home. This is a hardship for some.

If for any reason, the Committee on Rules and Ordinances nds a fee necessary to implement
into the nal bylaw, we would like to make these two recommendations:
•

•

We ask that you hold a public meeting for a hearing, with advertisements targeted to local
marginalized groups including low-income housing, veteran affairs, senior center, Boston
Center for Independent Living, and on local public transit routes, as well as town social
media pages.
That the fee is implemented 3-6 months after the single use plastic bag ban goes into
effect, to ensure low income residents can budget for alternative bag solutions which
meet their needs.

Thank you again for allowing the Braintree Commission on Disabilities the ability opportunity
to review this proposed bylaw for feedback.
Sincerely,

fi

fi

fi

Members of the Braintree Commission on Disabilities
Crystal Evans, Robin Torpey, Mary Russo
Scott Lamphere and Lynn Vaillancourt
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fi

COD Recommendations Around Potential Financial Impact:

8.800 Single-Use Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw (Draft)
Proposed Bylaw:
8.800.010

Authority.

This chapter is adopted by the Town under its home rule powers, its police powers to protect
the public health and welfare, and its authorization under MGL c. 40, § 21.
8.800.020

Purpose.

This chapter is intended to protect the public health, safety and welfare, and the environment
as the production and use of thin-film single-use plastic checkout bags have significant
impacts on the environment, including, but not limited to: contributing to the potential death of
aquatic and land animals through ingestion and entanglement; contributing to pollution of the
natural environment; creating a burden to solid waste collection and recycling facilities,
increasing the amount of plastic that is causing Braintree’s recycling waste to impact waste
collection costs, clogging storm drainage systems; and requiring the use of millions of barrels
of crude oil nationally for their manufacture. The purpose of this bylaw is to protect the Town’s
unique natural beauty and its water and natural resources by eliminating single-use plastic
check-out bags that are distributed in the Town of Braintree and to promote the use of reusable
bags.
8.800.030 Definitions:
BYLAW NAME
This bylaw shall be known as the Single-Use Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw.
CHECKOUT BAGS
Checkout bag means a carryout bag provided by a store to a customer at the point of sale.
Checkout bags shall not include bags, whether plastic or not, in which loose produce or
products are placed by the consumer to deliver such items to the point of sale or checkout
area of the store.
GROCERY STORE
Grocery Store means a retail establishment where more than fifty percent (50%) of the gross
floor area is devoted to the sale of food products for home preparation and consumption,
which typically also oﬀers home care and personal care products.
RECYCLABLE PAPER BAG
Recyclable paper bag means a paper bag that is 100 percent recyclable and contains at least
40% post-consumer recycled content, and displays the words “recyclable” and “made from
40% post-consumer recycled content” in a visible manner on the outside of the bag.
RETAIL STORE
Retail Store means any business facility that sells goods directly to the consumer whether for
or not for profit, including, but not limited to retail stores, restaurants, pharmacies, convenience
and grocery stores, liquor stores, seasonal and temporary businesses.
REUSABLE CHECKOUT BAG
Reusable checkout bags means a bag with handles that is specifically designed and
manufactured for multiple reuse and is either polyester, polypropylene, cotton or other durable
material, or durable plastic that is at least 4.0 mils in thickness. Handled checkout bags should
also be oﬀered upon request in consideration of Americans with Disabilities.
THIN-FILM SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAG

Thin-film single-use plastic bags are bags typically with handles, constructed of high-density
polyethylene (HDPE), low density polyethylene (LDPE), linear low density polyethylene (LLDPE),
polyvinyl chloride (PVC), polyethylene terephthalate (PET), or polypropylene (other than woven
and non-woven polypropylene fabric), if said is less than 4.0 mils in thickness.
8.800.040

Use Regulations:

(A) Thin-film single-use plastic bags shall not be distributed, used, or sold for checkout or
other purposes at any retail store or grocery store within the Town of Braintree.
(B) Retail stores shall provide checkout bags to customers, the bags must be one of the
following (1) recyclable paper bags, or (2) reusable checkout recyclable bags. Reusable
checkout bags may also be available for sale at a reasonable price, but shall not be the only
available checkout container for customers.
(C) Thin-film plastic bags used to contain dry cleaning, newspapers, produce, meat, bulk
foods, wet items and other similar merchandise, typically without handles, are still permissible.
8.800.050

Eﬀective Date.

This bylaw shall take eﬀect six (6) months following approval of the bylaw by the Attorney
General or July 1, 2020, whichever is later. Upon application of the owner or the owner’s
representative, the Board of Health may exempt a retail store from the requirements of this
section for a period of up to six (6) months upon a finding by the Board of Health that 1) the
requirements of this section would cause undue hardship; or 2) a retail store requires additional
time in order to draw down an existing inventory of checkout bags.
8.800.060

Enforcement.

(A) Enforcement of this bylaw shall be the responsibility of the Board of Health or its Agent.
The Board of Health shall determine the monitoring process to be followed, which may be
limited to responding to citizen reports and/or incorporating the process into other town duties
as appropriate.
(B) Any retail or grocery store distributing plastic checkout bags in violation of this bylaw shall
be subject to a non-criminal disposition fine as specified in the chapter titled violations and
penalties. Any such fines shall be paid to the Town of Braintree for use in the general fund.
8.800.070

Violations and Penalties

Violation of any provision of this chapter shall be punished as follows:
1. Penalty: First Oﬀense – Warning;
A. Second Oﬀense - $50 per day;
B. Third and each subsequent oﬀense - $100 per day.
2. Fines shall be cumulative and each day on which a violation occurs shall constitute a
separate oﬀense.
8.800.070

Severability.

If any provision of this bylaw is declared invalid or unenforceable the other provisions shall not
be aﬀected thereby. Non-substantive changes to the numbering of this bylaw may be
permitted in order that it be in compliance with the numbering format of the Town of Braintree
Bylaws, or take any other action related thereto.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sternman, Mark (SEN)
Cimino, Susan M.; Hume, Shannon L.; Ringius, David
RE: Letter from Town of Braintree/Committee on Ordinance & Rules
Tuesday, November 2, 2021 1:33:05 PM

CAUTION: This email was sent from an external source. Please be extra vigilant when replying, opening attachments or clicking links.

Thank you for writing Sen. Keenan about the plastic-bag ban. He asked me to reply on his behalf.
First, I wanted to share with you a few bills under consideration this session:
H.992

Pignatelli,
Smitty

An Act reducing plastic bag pollution
House, No. 992) of Smitty Pignatelli and others relative to
reducing plastic bag pollution ...

S.525

Eldridge, James B.

An Act relative to plastic bag reduction

H.902

Ehrlich, Lori A.

An Act relative to plastic bag reduction

and other members of the General Court for legislation
relative to plastic bag reduction ...

902) of Lori A. Ehrlich, James B. Eldridge and others relative
to plastic bag reduction ...

Please feel free to click on the hyperlinks if you want more details on the bills (or ask me any questions about them). Having talked to staff
from one of the bill sponsors, I do not expect any of these bills to pass this calendar year, but do anticipate a push to get a ban into law by
the end of July.
Please also note that the Senate did pass a version of this ban a little less than two years ago (see
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/191/S2410/BillHistory), which Sen. Keenan supported, but the House declined to take up this bill.
I hope that this information is useful; please let me know if you need anything else from our office.
Best,
Mark S. Sternman
Chief of Staff
Office of Senator John F. Keenan
State House, Room 413-F
Boston, MA 02133
(617) 722-1494

Replying to message from <scimino@braintreema.gov> sent 2021-10-29 13:53:13:
You don't often get email from scimino@braintreema.gov. Learn why this is important

Senator Keenan,
Please see attached letter regarding the discussions taking place on a potential ban on plastic bags.
Let me know if you have any questions or would like to attend a meeting.
Thank you,
Susan

Susan M. Cimino

Clerk of the Council
TOWN of BRAINTREE
781-794-8152
339-987-2726

Email dated April 5, 2022 11:16pm

006 22

Council Rule 33 Amendment for consideration

Clerk Cimino,
Information specific to the April 5 motion for referral back to O&R with reference to:
• 006 22 Council President: Town Council Rules or take up any action relative thereto
Existing Rule 33
Rule Thirty-Three: Agenda Requests from Other Town Departments
(Existing) All items for the agenda including communications and reports from the Mayor, other Town
Officers and Town Boards shall be submitted to the Town Clerk’s Office and to the Clerk of the
Council no later than 10:00 AM on Thursday preceding the regular Council meeting. A copy of said
reports and agenda shall be delivered to the Council no later than Friday preceding the regular
Council meeting. No measure shall be filed without all supporting documentation. Late items require a
two- thirds vote of the members of the Town Council to be allowed at the Council meeting. Any
item authorized for the agenda must be specified on the agenda, by whom it is introduced.
(Proposed) All items for the agenda including referrals, communications and reports from the Mayor,
other Town officers and Town boards shall be submitted to the Town Clerk’s office and Clerk of the
Council no later than 10:00 AM on Wednesday preceding the regular Council meeting. No measure shall
be filed without all supporting documentation. In accordance with the Open Meeting Law, a copy of the
reports and agenda shall be delivered to Council members 48 hours in advance of the regular Council
meeting. Late items require a two-thirds vote of Council members to be considered. Any
item authorized for the agenda must be specified on the agenda, by whom it is introduced.
- Stephen Stephen O'Brien
Town Councilor
Braintree Town Council
Representing District 4

Rev. 11/5/2020
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Rule One: The President –Call of Meeting to Order
The President shall take the Chair at the hour appointed for the Council to meet and shall
immediately call the members to order. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President shall
assume the role of the President. If there is not available a Vice-President to preside, the AtLarge Member who received the most votes in the last election will preside; if there is no At-Large
Councilor Member available, then the member of District 1 will preside; and then if necessary
proceed to each district numerically thereafter. The roll call shall then be called by the Clerk, who
shall enter in the minutes of the meeting the names of the members present. In the absence of a
quorum at the time appointed for a meeting, the members present may, by a majority vote, take a
recess or recesses, and direct the Clerk to procure the attendance of absent members.
Rule Two: The President - Limitations
No President shall serve more than two consecutive two-year terms.
The President shall not serve as Chair of a committee, standing or special.
Rule Three: Appeals from Decision of the President
The President shall preserve decorum and decide all questions of order, subject to appeal to
Council. Any member of the Council may appeal the decision of the President by motion. No
other business shall be in order until the question of appeal is decided. In the case of an appeal
from a ruling of the President, the question shall be: “Shall the decision of the President stand as
the decision of the Council?” The vote upon the question of appeal from the ruling of the
President shall be by roll call to be decided by a simple majority. If a member transgresses the
rules of the Council, the President, or any member by addressing the President, shall call him/her
to order, in which case he/she shall be seated, unless permitted to explain.
Rule Four: Substitute Chair
The President may call any member to the Chair, but such substitutes shall not continue longer
than one meeting. The President may continue to express his/her opinion on any subject under
debate in the presence of the substitute Chair.
Rule Five: Viva Voce and Rising Votes
All questions shall be stated and put by the President. In case of a roll call vote, the President shall
declare the result, after the Clerk has announced the number voting on each side. The results
of viva voce votes shall be declared by the President without reference to the Clerk. Where a
rising vote is taken, the President shall count and announce the result. Where the result of a viva
voce vote is in doubt, the President may, and on demand of any member, shall call for a roll call
vote.
Rule Six: Seating Arrangements
The President shall assign the seats of the Councilors and no members shall change his seat but
by the permission of the President.
Rule Seven: Admission to Council Floor
No person will approach the Council during Council meetings, except upon the permission of the
President or presiding officer of the Council.
Rule Eight: Committee Appointments
The Council President shall appoint all members of all committees of the Town Council, whether
special or standing. (Appointments are subject to Rule Three: Appeals from Decision of the
President).
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Rule Nine: Clerk and Employees
The Clerk and other officers and employees of the Council shall work for every member of the
Council. Every Councilor may have the right to request the Clerk and/or employees of the
Council to perform work requested by a Councilor. The President will have the right to prioritize
all work received from the Councilors. The President shall manage the Clerk and all employees
of the Council.
Rule Ten: Addressing President or Chair
Every member speaking to a question or making a motion before a Town Council Committee
shall address the Chair as “Mr. President” or “Madam President”, and in the absence of the
Council President shall address the Chair as “Mr. Chairman” or “Madam Chairwomen”,
who shall thereupon pronounce the name of the member entitled to the floor. Members
addressing the Committee shall confine themselves to the question under debate and avoid
personalities.
Rule Eleven: Debate Limitation
No member shall be allowed to speak more than once upon any one subject until every other
member choosing to speak thereon shall have spoken, and no member shall speak more than
twice upon any one subject, nor for a longer time than five minutes, without leave of the Council.
Rule Twelve: Speaking Decorum – Members
No member shall be interrupted while speaking, but by call to order for the correction of a
mistake; nor shall there be any conversation among the members while a question is being
stated, while a member is speaking, or a paper being read. If a member is speaking or otherwise
transgresses the rules of the Council any member may call him to order by addressing the
President.
Rule Thirteen: Speaking Decorum - Public
Any person wishing to speak during the Public Comments portion of the meeting or on a Public
Hearing item, shall notify the President prior to the calling of that portion of the agenda. No
person shall address the Council without first being recognized by the President. Each person
addressing the Council shall do so in an orderly manner and shall not make repetitious, slanderous
or irrelevant remarks, or engage in any other disorderly conduct which disrupts, disturbs or
otherwise impedes the orderly conduct of the Council meeting. Any person who so disrupts the
meeting may, at the discretion of the President or a majority of the Council, be subject to
ejection from the meeting.
Rule Fourteen: Point of Order
Any member on being called to order shall cease debate until the point of order is decided unless
allowed by the President to explain.
Rule Fifteen: Voting
Every member present when a question is put may vote either i n t h e a f f i r m a t i v e or in the
negative or “abstain” or “present”. No member is required to vote on any matter and any member
may leave the Council Chambers without explanation.
Any member may recuse himself or herself prior to debate or vote on any matter before the Council
and request to be informed when said debate or vote has occurred. Any Member may return to the
Council meeting at any time.
Rule Sixteen: Election of Officers
A majority of all members elected to the Council shall be required to elect a President, VicePresident, Town Auditor, Town Clerk and Clerk of the Council.
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Rule Seventeen: Tie Vote
In case of a tie in votes on any proposal, the proposal shall be considered lost.
Rule Eighteen: Division of a Question
On demand of any member, a question under consideration covering two or more points shall be
divided where the question permits of such division.
Rule Nineteen: Demand for Roll Call
Upon demand of any member, the roll shall be called prior to President/Chair reading results into
the record, upon any question before the Council.
Rule Twenty: Motions and Procedure During Debate
When a question is before the Council, no motion shall be entertained except:
1. To adjourn
2. To lay on the table
3. To end debate/To call for vote
4. To postpone to a time certain
5. To refer
6. To amend
7. To postpone indefinitely
8. To reconsider
Such motions shall take precedence in the foregoing order. A roll call may be ordered at any time
to ascertain the number of members.
Rule Twenty-One: Motion to Reconsider
At any meeting at which a vote has been taken, it shall be in order for any Councilors who has
voted with the prevailing side to move for immediate reconsideration. Additionally, any Councilor
who has voted with the prevailing side may serve notice on the same day as the meeting, that a
motion for reconsideration shall take place at the next regular meeting of the Council. A motion to
reconsider requires a two-thirds vote.
Rule Twenty-Two: Motion to Lay on Table
A motion to lay on table shall preclude all amendments or debate on the subject under
consideration. If the motion shall prevail, the consideration of the subject may be resumed only
upon motion of a member voting with the majority and with the consent of a majority of all the
members of the Council.
Rule Twenty-Three: Adjournment and Recessing
A motion to adjourn shall be in order at any time, except as follows:
(A) When repeated without intervening business or discussion;
(B) When made as an interruption of a member while speaking;
(C) When the previous question has been ordered; or
(D) While a vote is being taken.
A motion to adjourn is debatable only as to the time to which the meeting is adjourned.
Recess may be taken at the discretion of the President, or by Majority vote of the Council. In
either case, the reason for the recess shall be clearly stated beforehand. If a recess is called by
the President, it shall not exceed thirty (30) minutes without a majority vote of the Council. No
Town Council business shall be conducted while the Council is in recess.
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Rule Twenty-Four: Written Proposals and Resolutions
All proposed ordinances, orders and resolutions shall be in writing and every motion shall be
reduced to writing if the President or any member of the Council so directs; and no member shall
be allowed to submit a written notice or resolution until he/she has read the same in his/her place
or has provided the same in writing to every member of the council present.
Any proposal or proposition seeking Council endorsement of a particular course of action shall be
presented in the form of a resolution. Every resolution shall be reduced to writing and shall be
signed by the Councilor(s) presenting such resolution. A copy of the original resolution shall be
provided to all the Councilors prior to any vote on said resolution.
Rule Twenty-Five: Personal Privilege
The right of a member to address the Council on a question of personal privilege shall be limited
to those cases set forth and referred to in Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised.
Rule Twenty-Six: Suspension of Rule
Except as controlled by statute, any rule may be suspended by a majority vote of the Council.
Rule Twenty-Seven: Council Meetings
Regular meetings of the Council shall be held in the Council Chamber the first and third Tuesday
evening of each month, unless otherwise posted, commencing at 7:30 PM and shall adjourn not
later than 11:00 PM. The Clerk of the Council shall notify the Councilors of all meetings of the
Council by email notice or notification in the Councilor’s office. Notification of meetings will
also be posted on the Town of Braintree website. W henever the first or third Tuesday
evening of the month is a holiday, the regular meeting shall be held on the first or third W ednesday
evening of the month at 7:30 PM unless otherwise provided for by motion. During July and August
regular meetings shall be suspended by a majority vote of the Council. The Council may, by
majority vote, dispense with any regular meeting, or change the day and hour of holding or
adjournment of any regular meeting. No Town Council meeting shall be scheduled on the eve of a
Preliminary or Final Election in the Town of Braintree. These meetings will be held on the first
Wednesday following said election. The Town Council Meeting Calendar shall be reviewed and
adopted within 30 days after the first Council Meeting in every year.
Rule Twenty-Eight: Executive Session
Executive session may be entered only after the Council has first convened in open session for
which notice has been appropriately posted. The President shall cite the reason for going into
executive session and indicate whether the Council shall leave executive session for the purpose
of adjournment or return to open session. The President shall ask for a roll call vote of the
Council. The vote of each member is entered into the minutes, with a majority necessary to
initiate executive session.
Rule Twenty-Nine: Special Meetings – Notice
The President of the Council, or any four (4) members thereof, may at any time call a special
meeting of the Council by causing written notices stating the time, place and purpose of the meeting
and signed by the person or persons calling the same, to be delivered in hand to each member of
the Council, or left at his/her usual dwelling place, at least forty-eight (48) hours before the time of
such meeting.
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Rule Thirty: Public Hearings
The time devoted to public hearings at any meeting of the Council shall not be more than three
(3) hours at any one sitting. Any hearing not completed within the specified time may be
continued to another meeting. Hearings which are authorized by the order of the Council shall have
precedence and shall be followed by public presentations. Five (5) minutes shall be allowed each
speaker to express his/her views on the matter being heard by the Council. Additional time may
be granted at the discretion of the Council President or Chairperson or by a majority vote of
the Council after a motion by any Councilor.
In all hearings before the Council, the case of the petitioner shall be first submitted, except where
the President of the Council rules otherwise.
Rule Thirty-One: Attendance at Public Hearings & Voting
Any Councilor may vote on enactment of an ordinance or measure if that Councilor is absent from
the public hearing on the said ordinance or measure, provided that the Councilor, in his or her
opinion, is fully informed of all testimonial and other matters before the Council at the public
hearing as provided by available video tapes, audio tapes or the record of minutes, etc. of that
public hearing.
Rule Thirty-Two: Order of Business
At every regular meeting of the Council the order of business shall be as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Pledge of Allegiance/Moment of Silence
Roll Call
Announcements
Act on Minutes
Citizen Concerns/Council Response
Old Business
Communications and Reports from the Mayor, Town Officers and Town Boards
Reports of Committees
New Business
Motions, Orders and Resolutions
Adjournment

The above order shall not be changed except by vote of a majority of all the members of the
Council and upon the motion to change the order, no debate shall be allowed. New Business
items will be assigned to an appropriate Committee for review and response unless otherwise
ordered by the Council.
The agenda will be prepared by the Clerk of the Council or his/her designee and the President. All
matters to be brought before the Council shall be numbered by the Clerk of the Council or his/her
designee at the time they are filed. Each item shall be numbered sequentially beginning with the
first item filed in a calendar year.
Rule Thirty-Three: Agenda Requests from Other Town Departments
All items for the agenda including communications and reports from the Mayor, other Town Officers
and Town Boards shall be submitted to the Town Clerk’s Office and to the Clerk of the Council
no later than 10:00 AM on Thursday preceding the regular Council meeting. A copy of said reports
and agenda shall be delivered to the Council no later than Friday preceding the regular Council
meeting. No measure shall be filed without all supporting documentation. Late items require a twothirds vote of the members of the Town Council to be allowed at the Council meeting. Any item
authorized for the agenda must be specified on the agenda, by whom it is introduced.
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Rule Thirty-Four: Agenda Requests from Council Members
All items for the agenda requested by Council Members shall be submitted to the Town Clerk’s
Office and to the Clerk of the Council no later than 10:00 AM on Thursday preceding the regular
Council meeting. A copy of said reports and agenda shall be delivered to the Council no later
than Friday preceding the regular Council meeting. Late items require a two-thirds vote of the
members of the Town Council to be allowed at the Council meeting. Any item authorized for the
agenda must be specified on the agenda, by whom it is introduced. If a request cannot be on the
next agenda the Council President shall specify when it will be placed on the agenda and must be
placed within 3 meetings unless agreement between the Councilor making the request and the
Council President.
Rule Thirty-Five: Citizen Participation at Council Meetings
Individuals requesting time to address the Council under “Citizens Concerns/Council Response”
shall make their request no later than 10:00 AM on the Thursday preceding the Council meeting.
Speakers shall mutually agree in advance with Council President and/or Clerk of the Council as
to presentation length. All items including but not limited to letters, written communications, reports
or other materials being submitted from individuals addressing the Council must be submitted to
the Town Clerk’s Office and to the Clerk of the Council no later than 10:00 AM on Thursday
preceding the regular Council meeting.
Rule Thirty-Six: Anonymous Communications
Unsigned communications shall not be introduced in the Council.
Rule Thirty-Seven: Distribution of Council Correspondence
Correspondence received by any Councilor that is intended for distribution to the Full Council shall
be distributed to the Full Council within (5) five business days if received electronically and (10) ten
business days if received in any other form. Council member will forward to the Clerk of the Council
for distribution.
Rule Thirty-Eight: Standing Committees
There shall be appointed standing committees of the Council as follows:
WAYS AND MEANS to consist of four (4) to five (5) members
ORDINANCE & RULES to consist of four (4) members
PUBLIC PARKS & RECREATION to consist of three (3) members
PUBLIC WORKS to consist of three (3) members
PUBLIC SAFETY to consist of three (3) members
ELDER AFFAIRS/VETERAN’S SERVICES to consist of three (3) members
EDUCATION/LIBRARY to consist of three (3) members
PERSONNEL ISSUES to consist of three (3) members
TRAFFIC & SAFETY to consist of three (3) members
COMMUNITY PLANNING to consist of three (3) members
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The following are presented as guidelines for consideration by each committee:
The Ways and Means Committee
Section 2-10 of the Town Charter. Assessor’s business
i. Tax Classification
ii. Over-Lay Budget
iii. Payment-in-Lieu of Taxes program
iv. Property Valuations (all Classes)
v. Exemptions
vi. Appellate Tax Board Representation (As needed)
b. Capital Planning Budget
c. Stabilization Fund (requires major emphasis after years of spending down our
“rainy day fund”).
d. Free Cash Appropriations
e. Reserve Fund Items
f. Most Other Municipal Finance Items
The Ordinance & Rules Committee may consider and report on all matters relating to general
ordinances of the town, including proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinances or Zoning
Map, land use and planning, special permits, consider Councilor rules and such other matters as
may be referred to it by the Council or Council President.
The Public Parks & Recreation Committee may consider and report upon all matters relating to
public park and recreation operations and programs and any other matters referred to it by the
Council or Council President.
The Public Works Committee may consider and report upon all matters relating to public works
operations and programs, including but not limited to streets, including requests for the
appropriation of funds from the Chapter 90 State Highway Fund Account, sidewalks,
snowplowing, street sweeping, rubbish collections, recycling, water works, drains and sewers,
public buildings and grounds, traffic, and any other matters referred to it by the Council or Council
President.
The Public Safety Committee may consider and report on all matters relating to the Police
Department, Fire Department, the Police and Fire Auxiliary, the Emergency Management
Department, and local Emergency Planning Committee, Public Health, and any other matters
referred to it by the Council or Council President.
The Elder Affairs and Veteran Services Committee may consider and report on all matters
relating to the elder affairs and veteran operations and programs and any other matters referred
to it by the Council or Council President.
The Education and Library Committee may consider and report on all matters relating to the
educational and library operations and programs and any other matters referred to it by the
Council or Council President.
The Personnel Committee may consider and report on all matters relating to personnel issues
and any other matters referred to it by the Council or Council President.
The Traffic and Safety Committee to consist of three (3) members or their designees as follows; the
Chair of Public Safety, Chair of Ordinance & Rules, and the Chair of Public Works. The Traffic and
Safety Committee may consider and report upon those matters relating to traffic and safety and any
other matters referred to it by the Council or Council President. (Passed in Council - December 6,
2016)
The Community Planning Committee may consider and report upon all matters relating to shortterm planning and community renewal projects as well as long term community planning and
visioning. (Passed in Council April 25, 2017)
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Rule Thirty-Nine: Attendance of Councilors at Public Meetings
Councilors may attend committee meetings or meetings of another board, committee or
commission or like entity of the Town; however, when a quorum of councilors is in attendance
they may not deliberate on matters within the Town Council’s jurisdiction.
Rule Forty: Special Committees
Special Committees may be authorized at any time by majority vote and shall be appointed by the
President to consider such matters as the Council may refer to them.
Rule Forty-One: Committee Meetings
Committees shall meet on the call of the Chair, or a majority of its members, to be communicated
by the Clerk of the Council or his/her designee. In case the Chair of any committee shall fail for
ten (10) business days from the time the subject has been referred to it, to call a meeting of the
committee, a majority of the committee may call a meeting.
Notice of all committee meetings must be given at least forty-eight (48) hours before the time for
meeting, but meetings may be held at any time by unanimous consent of all the members of the
committee.
Rule Forty-Two: Chair-Quorum at Committee Meetings
The Chair of a Committee shall be the member named first, and the member named next shall be
the Vice-Chair. A majority of the members of a Committee shall constitute a quorum.
Rule Forty-Three: Committee Reports
Every committee of the Council to which any subject may be referred, shall report thereon to the
Council. Bi-annually all committees shall provide a report to the Full Council summarizing the
results of the committee meeting(s).
Rule Forty-Four: Town Council Action on Committee Reports
The President of the Council or the presiding officer, upon receipt of the Committee Report, shall
call the vote on the motion, petition or order as introduced so that the vote would be on the order,
not on the committee report.
Documents referred to in committee shall be returned with the report. Nothing in this rule shall be
construed to prohibit the introduction of minority reports.
Rule Forty-Five: Failure to Report by a Committee
When a committee to which a matter is referred, with instructions to report at a time named in the
order of reference, is not ready to report at such time, the matter so referred shall, unless further
time is granted by a majority vote of the Council, be considered as though reported back without
recommendation. In such case, the committee shall forthwith return to the Clerk the documents
pertaining to the matter, and the matter shall take its proper place in the order of business.
Rule Forty-Six: Relieving a Committee from Further Consideration
Upon motion, the Council may, by a majority vote of the Council, relieve a committee of further
consideration of a matter referred to it and order the same placed on the calendar.
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Rule Forty-Seven: Secretary to Committees
The Clerk of the Council or his/her designee shall act as secretary to the several committees, and
keep a record of the attendance and business transacted at their meetings.
Rule Forty-Eight: Reference to Committees
All petitions, orders, resolutions and ordinances may be referred to appropriate committees for
investigation and report.
Rule Forty-Nine: Town Solicitor
At the request of the Council President, the Town Solicitor shall be required, either in person
or by deputy, to attend Council meetings. Any member of the Council may at any time call upon
the Town Solicitor for an oral or written opinion to decide any question of law. The Town Solicitor
may be requested to give an opinion on parliamentary rules. The Town Solicitor shall have a seat
but no vote in the meetings of the governing board.
Rule Fifty: Town Auditor
At the request of the Council President, the Town Auditor shall be required, either in person
or by deputy, to attend Council meetings. Any member of the Council may at any time call upon
the Town Auditor for oral or written opinions of the financial conditions of the town.
Rule Fifty-One: Department Heads
At the request of the Council, any Department Head shall, either in person or deputy, attend
meetings of the Council. Any member of the Council may at any time call upon the Department
Head by email request through the Clerk of the Council for oral or written opinions relative to his/her
department.
Rule Fifty-Two: State or Federal Cooperation
All proposals for projects which contemplate cooperation with, or financial participation by, the
state or federal government, may be introduced to the Council by any member thereof or the
Mayor. If a Town board or department head desires to propose such a project, the proposal shall
be filed with the President of the Council. The Council shall refer all proposals to the Ways and
Means Committee and to the Chair of the proper improvement committee. The Committee shall
report their recommendations to the Council. If the Council approves the proposal, it shall by
resolution, authorize the Mayor to make application to the proper authority.
Rule Fifty-Three: Permission to Address the Chair
Persons other than members of the Council, Town officials and news reporters, shall not be
permitted upon the floor of the Council, or to address the Council, except upon introduction by a
member of the Council with the consent of a majority of said Council. The Chair shall limit the
time for the remarks of such person to five (5) minutes and such remarks shall be confined to the
subject matter which is under consideration at that meeting.
Rule Fifty-Four: Councilor/Citizen Side-Bar
If anyone other than a Town official desires to speak to a member of the Council while the
Council is in session, the member, if agreeable to the request, shall leave his/her seat and retire
to the rear of the Council Chamber or elsewhere until the conversation is finished.

Braintree Town Council Rules 2012 (Adopted June 5, 2012 revised 2020)

Page 12

Rev. 11/5/2020
Rule Fifty-Five: The Council Chambers
The Council Chamber shall be under the supervision and control of the Clerk of the Council or his
or her designee when the Council is not in session. Except as herein provided, it shall be used
solely by the Council and its committees for the transaction of public business of the Town. If not
required for such use, the Clerk or his or her designee may permit its use by any agency of the
federal, state or local governments for the transaction of public business or by any nonpolitical
organization in the Town, provided due notice is given the President of the Council. Seasonable
application for such use must be made to the Clerk or his or her designee in such manner as may
be prescribed by him or her. Any permission so granted may be canceled or revoked by the
President of the Council forthwith where necessary for the protection of Town Property, the
preservation of order, or other sufficient reason.
Rule Fifty-Six: By-Laws, Etc., of Council
All by-laws passed by the Council shall be termed ordinances and the enacting style shall be,
“Be it ordained by the Town Council of the Town of Braintree.” In all votes by which the Council
expresses anything by order or command the form of expression shall be “Ordered” and in
all votes by which the Council expresses opinions, principles, facts or purposes, the form
shall be “Resolved”.
Rule Fifty-Seven: Notification of Committee Meetings
The Clerk of the Council or his or her designee shall notify all Councilors of all Committee meetings.
Rule Fifty-Eight: Publication
The Clerk of the Council shall determine the newspaper in the Town in which shall be published
any loan order or any ordinance and said publication shall be made in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Town.
Rule Fifty-Nine: Amendment and Repeal
None of the foregoing rules and orders shall be amended or repealed at any Town Council meeting
unless a majority of the members consent thereto and a motion for that purpose shall not be made
and acted upon at the same meeting.
Rule Sixty: Parliamentary Procedure
The Council shall be governed by “Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised” in all questions of
Parliamentary practice not provided for by special rules or orders.
Rule Sixty-One: Adoption of Rules
These rules will be reviewed and adopted within 90 days after the first Council Meeting in every
even year.
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Rule Sixty-Two: Authorization to Sign Bills
The President of the Council is authorized to sign all bills, vouchers, payrolls, and similar
documents pertaining to expenditures under the jurisdiction of the Town Council on behalf of the
Town Council, and further, in the absence of unavailability of the President of the Council, the
Vice President of the Council is hereby authorized to sign such documents, subject to the same
restrictions. In a time sensitive matter Clerk of the Council may sign on behalf of the Council
President subject to same restrictions.
Rule Sixty-Three: Clerk of the Council signing documents on behalf of Council
The Clerk of the Council shall not be authorized to sign any documents on behalf of a Council
Member and shall not deliver documents that normally would have a signature until such time the
document is signed by the appropriate Council Member, except for citations that have been voted
by the Council and for which the Council Member has provided prior authorization for the Clerk to
use a signatory stamp to affix said Council Member’s signatures to said citation.
Rule Sixty-Four: Travel/Conference Reimbursement Policy for Braintree Town Councilors
Expenses – Subject to appropriation, the Town Councilors shall be entitled to reimbursement of the
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties (including but not limited
to conference and meals). This policy will be considered prior authorization by the Town Council
that also allows mileage reimbursement in accordance with IRS federal tax regulations. Such
reimbursement should be submitted to the President of the Braintree Town Council. This prior
authorization will be limited to $2,500 per year for each Braintree Town Councilor and will not need
an additional vote by the Braintree Town Council. Should a Councilor exceed this amount, they will
still be able to submit a request to the full Braintree Town Council for approval.
Rule Sixty-Five: Council Expenditure Reports
A running list of all expenditures of funds for the year by the Council will be published to the town
website regularly and the list shall be updated within 30 days of the approval of the expenditure.
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To:

Susan Cimino, Clerk of the Council
David M. Ringius, Chairman, Committee on Ordinance & Rules

From: Meredith Boericke, Town Council President
RE:

Tree Protection Ordinance

Date:

April 20, 2022

Dear Chairman Ringius,
In the included documents, I submit to the Committee on Ordinance and Rules for its review a Tree
Protection Ordinance.
By way of background: In the summer of 2021 residents alerted me that trees were removed from Washington
Street and Tremont Street, both in District 5. In investigating, I learned that “every city and town in
Massachusetts has an opportunity to strengthen Chapter 87, to tailor laws to conditions in their community by
passing a local tree … ordinance…”. In addition to consulting the DCR’s Guide to Local Tree Bylaws for
Communities in Massachusetts, which is cited in the quote above, this proposed ordinance was created by
researching tree ordinances throughout Eastern Massachusetts, reviewing the Town’s Wetland Rules and
Regulations as well as its Grading Regulations, consulting with BELD to ensure necessary vegetation
management would not be adversely impacted, gathering and incorporating feedback from Sustainable
Braintree and the Braintree Gardener’s Guild, and working closely with Braintree resident, Conservation
Commission Member and Quincy City Arborist, Chris Hayward.
Braintree does not have its own tree preservation or protection ordinance in place. The Town is governed
only by MGL C. 87, which requires a public hearing be held to remove public shade trees; however four
exemptions to this law mean a public hearing is almost never required1, and there is currently no formal
mechanism in place to replace removed trees.
Healthy trees and a robust tree canopy are essential for human and environmental health. They reduce air and
noise pollution, prevent adverse climate effects such as the heat island effect, and reduce flooding. They also
provide energy-saving shade and cooling, furnish habitat for wildlife, enhance aesthetics and property values,
and are an important contributor to community image, pride, and quality of life.
The Assistant Town Solicitor has been engaged in reviewing the proposed language and ensuring it is in
accordance with Massachusetts law, which is why a watermark, “DRAFT”, is on the copy sent to the
Committee.

1

Mass. General Law, Chapter 87, requires a hearing be held to remove public shade trees, though section 3 contains four
exemptions to this requirement: trees that a) “obstruct, endanger, hinder or incommode persons traveling” on public ways; b) trees
that “obstruct buildings being moved; c)” trees that must be removed to widen a road; or d) trees that harbor pests declared public
nuisances, like Dutch elm disease, and are to be removed to suppress the nuisance. Additionally, under Chapter 87, section 14, there
are additional exemptions.

I look forward to discussing this with the Committee and thank you and the Committee for your consideration
and support.

Councilor Meredith Boericke April 20, 2022
Final Draft

Chapter 2.xxx: Tree Committee
Establishment
A 5 member body, appointed by the Mayor, consisting of a certified arborist, a member of
the Conservation Commission, a member of the Electric Light Board, and 2 knowledgeable
residents
Powers and Duties:
A. Permit granting authority for removal of a public or protected tree
B. Waiver granting authority
C. Oversee expenditure of funds from the Tree Replacement Fund

Chapter 5.xxx: Tree Protection Ordinance
Purpose
To strengthen MGL Chap. 87 in the town of Braintree.
A. Preserve and protect the shade and street trees we have in Public Ways and Public
Rights-of-Way through the public hearing process
B. Have a formal mechanism for replacement of trees in the Public Ways and Public
Rights-of-Way, including on certain private properties that are removed due to
injury, disease, or new development, or significant improvements or renovations

A. Definitions
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) – The standard measure of tree size for those trees
existing on a site that are at least eight (8”) inches in diameter at a height of four and onehalf (4.5) feet above the existing grade at the base of the tree. If a tree splits into multiple
trunks below four and one-half (4.5) feet above the existing grade, the DBH shall be
considered to be the measurement taken at the narrowest point beneath the split.
Dripline – means a vertical line running through the outermost portion of the crown

of a tree and extending to the ground.
Native Species – Native plants with origins east of the Mississippi River per the USDA plant
database, with a preference for species from the US Environmental Protection Agency
1
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Ecoregion Level III Northeastern Coastal Zone (#59), and secondary preference for
Northeastern Highlands (#58) and the Atlantic Coastal Pine Barrens (#84)
Public Way: Streets or roads, by whatever term so-called, laid out as public ways by order
of the Town of Braintree or, within the boundaries of the Town of Braintree, over which the
public has the right of travel, but excluding state highways and Massachusetts Turnpike
Authority property.
Public Right-of-Way: The boundaries of the public right-of-way as set forth in an order of
the Town of Braintree laying out a public way. The public right-of-way may include not only
the traveled surface of the public way, but lands adjacent thereto, including sidewalks.
Private Tree – Private Tree means a tree located on private property.
Protected Tree – Any tree having a diameter of eight inches (8") DBH or larger or having
an aggregate diameter of eight inches (8") DBH or larger and which is located on land
subject to the provisions herein.
Public Tree – Any tree within or on the boundaries of a public way other than a State
Highway, and as further defined in Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 87, §1; any trees,
shrubs, bushes, and all other woody vegetation in public parks, and town-owned lands
having individual names, and all areas owned by the Town, or to which the public has free
access.
Street Trees – "Street trees" are herein defined as trees, shrubs, bushes, and all other
woody vegetation on land lying between property lines on either side of all streets, avenues,
or ways within the Town.
Tree Committee – A 5 member body, appointed by the Mayor, consisting of a certified
arborist, a member of the Conservation Commission, a member of the Electric Light Board,
and 2 knowledgeable residents to apply the Tree Protection Ordinance
Tree Study - The information submitted to the Tree Committee, which shall include a Tree
Survey, a Tree Protection Plan, and, if applicable, a Mitigation Plan, submitted as part of a
building permit

B. Applicability
For removal of a Public Tree or Protected Tree, as defined, a tree permit must be applied
for by the Town of Braintree, private businesses and industries, including agents
clearing land for newly built developments and/or subdivisions. It does not apply to
residentially owned and occupied dwellings of four units or less.
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C. Activities requiring a tree permit
A tree permit issued by the Tree Committee is required prior to any of the following
activities:
(1) Removal of a Public or Protected tree. Additionally, a hearing is required, as per
M.G.L. c. 87 § 3. Prior to the issuance of a tree permit, with appropriate and timely
notices to the public and district councilor at the expense of the applicant;
(2) Excavation: All public trees on public property near the excavation or
construction of any building, structure, or street, or in the vicinity of utility work:
a. Shall be sufficiently guarded and protected by those responsible for such
work so as to prevent injury to said trees.
b. Shall not excavate any ditches, tunnels, or trenches, or install pavement
within the dripline of any public tree without a permit from the tree warden
or designee.
a. Permit applications shall be reviewed by Tree Committee within 30 calendar days of
receipt, or as soon as can be reasonably accommodated.
b. The application shall include a Tree Study and plan showing the location, species,
and DBH of each tree on the property, and must indicate clearly which trees are to
be removed.
c. If replacement trees are to be planted, the plan shall indicate the planned location,
native species, as defined above or chosen from the preferred species list referenced
in appendix A, and size of any replacement trees to be planted. In order to qualify as
replacements, trees must be planted on the same or adjacent lot, and must conform
to species and planting standards as defined by the Tree Committee
d. There shall be no additional fee to submit an application for a tree permit.

D. Emergencies & Waivers
Exceptions to the Tree Permit Requirement:
a. Emergencies: If any Public or Protected Tree shall be determined by the certified
arborist on the Tree Committee to be in a hazardous condition so as to immediately
endanger the public health, safety, or welfare or cause an immediate disruption of
public services and require immediate removal without delay, verbal authorization
may be given by the Tree Committee’s certified arborist to remove such tree, and
the tree may be removed without obtaining a written permit as otherwise required
by this ordinance. The certified arborist shall memorialize in writing, and make as a
matter of public record, each such oral authorization to remove a tree and keep a
record of the same.
b. Waiver: The requirements of this article may be waived by the Tree Committee’s
certified arborist during the period of an emergency such as a hurricane, tornado,
windstorm, flood, or similar threat to life and property.
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E. Public Hearing
The Building Inspector or Tree Warden shall notify The Tree Committee, the DPW Director,
and the District Councilor upon receipt of an application to cut down or remove a Public or
Protected tree, as defined. All public tree hearings shall comply with the applicable
requirements set forth in M.G.L. c. 87, § 3. When a Public or Protected tree is to be taken
down, a public hearing shall be scheduled. Notice shall be given by the town by electronic
notification where feasible and first-class mail to all property owners, renters, and
businesses located within 150 feet of the Public or Protected Tree proposed to be removed
at least 14 days before the public hearing. The hearing will be advertised twice in a local
newspaper during the 14 days prior to the hearing, posted on the town website, the town
hall bulletin board, and other means of community outreach that may be available,
including in multilingual notifications in neighborhoods designated by the Commonwealth
as English-isolated. Additionally, notification shall be posted, with reasonable protection
from the weather, on subject tree(s) seven (7) days prior to the hearing.
The applicant for the removal of a Public or Protected Tree shall pay for:
(1) Notices for the hearing, and for an appeal if there is one;
(2) Cost of any required multilingual translations for notification and interpretation
services at said hearing
(3) Cost of all mailing and advertising
(4) Cost of posting said notification on the subject tree(s)

F. Tree replacement guidelines and standards for replacement
Standards: A removed tree shall be replaced within eighteen (18) months, but as soon
as possible based on the ideal growing conditions.
a. A replacement tree shall be native species or chosen from the preferred species list
referenced in appendix A, and shall have the same or equivalent size as measured in
DBH inches as that of the Public or Protected Tree that has been removed.
b. In the event that a tree of the same or equivalent size as measured in DBH inches
cannot be planted, then multiple smaller replacement trees may be planted
provided that, wherever practicable, as determined by the Tree Committee, the total
DBH of the replacement trees shall, when added together, equal the total DBH of the
protected tree that has been removed. The Tree Committee may specify that
replacement trees be of a minimum caliper.
c. A replacement tree shall be required to survive for a minimum of eighteen (18)
months from the date it is planted. The person planting the tree shall provide
documentation as to the maintenance plan during the first eighteen (18) months
after the date of planting and file the same with the Tree Committee within fifteen
(15) days of the planting of said replacement tree. If a replacement tree dies within
eighteen (18) months from the date of planting, it must be replaced at the
applicant’s cost.
d. A replacement tree shall be planted on the same lot from which the tree was
removed, unless determined by the Tree Committee that constraints require
replacement trees to be planted in close proximity to the original site.
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G. Payment in lieu of planting
In lieu of planting a replacement tree, a person who has been granted a tree permit may
make a contribution to a tree replacement fund in an amount equivalent to the cost of
purchasing, planting, watering and maintaining said Replacement Trees for a period of
not less than eighteen (18) months, at the same contracted cost paid by the Town.

H. Establishment and administration of a tree replacement fund
There is hereby established a Tree Replacement Fund which shall be absorbed by the
Conservation Commissions’ Tree Fund, held by City Treasurer in an account and
administered in accordance with applicable provisions of the General Laws. Any
payments into the Tree Replacement Fund shall be deposited in said Fund, and shall be
used solely for the purpose of buying, planting and maintaining trees in the town.
The Tree Committee with input from the Conservation Commission shall expend these
funds for tree planting, transplanting, care, and other tree-related needs as requested by
the town, with preference to areas in town with the lowest percentage of tree canopy
cover, designated heat islands or otherwise designated as Environmental Justice Zones
by the Commonwealth. Allocation of these funds shall be approved by the Town Council.

I. Enforcement
The Tree Warden, or designee, shall be authorized to enforce the provisions of this
ordinance. The Warden shall provide written notice to the offender and Town Solicitor
of the specific violation and provide a reasonable time for compliance. Such notice shall
be sent by mail, return receipt requested, or by hand delivery.

J. Penalties
Failure to comply with conditions of a permit, or failure to replace any removed tree as
required by the Tree Committee, or failure to pay the required amount into the Tree
Replacement Fund shall be punishable by a fine of three hundred dollars ($300.00),
reviewed semi-annually and adjusted for inflation as determined by the Tree
Committee, for each day during which the violation continues. Nothing herein shall be
construed to require the town to make a payment for violation of this section; however
the town department that caused the violation shall be responsible for the costs of
replacement or repair of the tree(s) which were damaged or removed.
a. Removal without a permit. Each instance in which a public tree is removed
without a permit shall constitute a violation of this ordinance and shall be subject to
a fine in the amount of three hundred dollars ($300.00) per DBH inch as determined
by the tree warden for each tree removed

K. Appeal Process
Any person who receives any order under this by-law from the Tree Committee and
objects to all or any part thereof shall notify the Tree Committee in writing within 30
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days and shall have the right to appeal such order, reviewable in the Superior Court in
accordance with Braintree code 12.20.160.

Appendix A
Recommended native species
Scientific Name

Common Name

Abies balsamea

balsam fir

Acer pensylvanicum

striped maple

Acer saccharinum

striped maple

Acer saccharum

Sugar maple

Acer spicatum

mountain maple

Alnus incana ssp. rugosa

speckled alder

Amelanchier arborea

downy serviceberry

Amelanchier canadensis

Canada serviceberry

Amelanchier laevis

Allegheny serviceberry

Baccharis halimifolia

eastern false willow

Benthamidia florida

flowering big-bracted dogwood

Benthamidia florida “Rubra”

pink-bracted dogwood

Betula alleghaniensis

yellow birch

Betula lenta

black birch

Betula nigra

river birch
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Betula papyrifera

paper birch

Betula populifolia

gray birch

Carpinus caroliniana

American hornbeam

Carinus caroliniana

musclewood

var. virginiana
Carya ovata

shagbark hickory

Castanea dentata

American chestnut

Celtis occidentalis

hackberry

Chamaecyparis thyoides

Atlantic white cedar

Crataegus crus-galla

cockspur hawthorn

Diospyros virginiana

common persimmon

Fagus grandifolia

American beech

Fraxinus americana

white ash

Fraxinus nigra

black ash

Fraxinus pennsylvanica

green ash

Ilex opaca

American holly

Jugians cinerea

butternut

Juniperus virginiana

black walnut

Larix laricina

tamarack
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Liquidambar styraciflua

sweetgum

Liriodendron tulipifera

tulip tree

Magnolia virginiana

sweet bay

Ssp. virginiana
Morus rubra

red mulberry

Nyssa sylvatica

black gum, tupelo

Ostrya virginiana

Ironwood, hophornbeam

Picea glauca

white spruce

Picea mariana

black spruce

Picea rubens

red spruce

Pinus rigida

pitch pine

Pinus strobus

white pine

Platanus occidentalis

American sycamore

Populus tremuloides

quaking aspen

Prunus americana

American plum

Prunus maritima

beach plum

Prunus pensylvanica

pin cherry

Prunus serotina

black cherry

Prunus virginiana

chokecherry
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Quercus alba

white oak

Quercus bicolor

swamp white oak

Quercus coccinea

scarlet oak

Quercus rubra

red oak

Swida alternifolia

pagoda dogwood

Tilia americana

basswood, linden

Tsuga canadensis

hemlock
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