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                                    – AGENDA –  
 

 
Tuesday, JANUARY 21, 2020  •  Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Town Hall  •  Starting Time: 7:30PM 

 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 November 19, 2019 
 

CITIZEN CONCERNS 

 002 20 Council President:  Compressor Station Update (Mike Lang) 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 055 19 Council President:  2020 Town Council Meeting Calendar Rev. 2 (discussion/vote) 

 001 20 Council President:  2020-2021 Committee Assignments  
 

OLD BUSINESS  

 19 043 Mayor: Authorization to Fund South Middle School or take up any action relative thereto (Withdrawn) 

 19 044 Mayor: To Approve the purchase and resale of an affordable-housing unit at Turtle Crossing and the 
expenditure of funds for that purpose or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing to be continued)  

 19 050 Mayor: CPA Fund Appropriation – All Souls 2019 Preservation and Restoration Project or take up any 
action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 

 20 002 Mayor: Transfer Funds from the Human Resources Salary Reserve or take up any action relative 
thereto 

 
 

 19 049 Town Clerk:  Call of the Election - Presidential Primary, March 3, 2020 or take up any action relative 
thereto  

 20 003 Town Clerk: Designation of Early Voting Site and Hours or take up any action relative thereto 

 20 004 Town Clerk: Designation of Early Voting Central Tabulation Facility or take up any action relative 
thereto 
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President 
At Large 

 
Charles B. Ryan 

At Large 
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Julia C. Flaherty 
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District 2 
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Vice President 
At Large 

 

Donna L. Connors 

District 3 
 

Stephen C. O’Brien 

District 4 
 

Meredith Boericke 

District 5 
 

Lawrence C. Mackin, Jr. 
District 6 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Refer to the Committee of Ways & Means 

 20 005 Mayor: Authorization to fund South Middle School subject to and contingent on an affirmative vote of 
the Town in favor of a debt exclusion or take up any action relative thereto. 

 20 006 Mayor: Authorization to fund the replacement of roofs at the following schools: Highlands, Flaherty, 
Hollis, Liberty, Monatiquot and Morrison subject to and contingent on an affirmative vote of the Town in 
favor of a debt exclusion or take up any action relative thereto. 

 20 007 Mayor: Authorization to fund a feasibility study with respect to the redevelopment of Braintree High 
School, to be located at 128 Town Street, Braintree, Massachusetts subject to and contingent on an 
affirmative vote of the Town in favor of a debt exclusion or take up any action relative thereto. 

 20 008 Mayor: Authorization to fund the enhancement of security measures throughout the school system 
subject to and contingent on an affirmative vote of the Town in favor of a debt exclusion or take up any 
action relative thereto. 

 20 009 Mayor: Approval for the calling of debt exclusion ballot questions at a special election or take up any 
action relative thereto. 

 20 010 Mayor: Authorization to appropriate funds from the Braintree School Building Authority capital 
stabilization fund or take up any action relative thereto. 

 20 011 Superintendent of Schools: Authorization to submit Statements of Interest Forms for consideration by 
the Massachusetts School Building Authority for replacement of school roofs or take up any action relative 
thereto. 

 20 012 Mayor: Appointment – Cultural Council, Emily Ego or take up any action relative thereto. 

 20 013 Mayor: Appointment – Cultural Council, Jennifer Lynn or take up any action relative thereto. 

 20 014 Mayor: Appointment – Zoning Board of Appeals, Timothy E. Burke or take up any action relative 
thereto. 

 20 015 Mayor: Appointment – Planning Board, William J. Grove or take up any action relative thereto. 

 20 016 Council President: Re-Appointment Town Auditor or take up any action relative thereto 
 

Refer to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules 

 002 20 Council President:  Town Council Rules 
 
NEW BUSINESS (Continued) 

 20 017 Town Clerk:  Request for Relocation of District 2B Polling Location from St. Thomas More Church 
Community Center to N. Eugene Hollis School 482 Washington Street or take up any action relative thereto 
(SAME NIGHT ACTION REQUESTED) 

 
 
 

Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
Next Council Meeting scheduled on: Tuesday, February 4, 2020 @7:30pm 
 

ADJOURNMENT       
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November 19, 2019  
MINUTES 

 
A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on Tuesday, 
November 19, 2019 beginning at 7:30p.m.  
 
Council President Ryan was in the chair.   
Clerk of the Council, Susan Cimino conducted the roll call. 
Present: Charles B. Ryan, President  
 Charles C. Kokoros, Vice President 
 Thomas M. Bowes  
 Timothy P. Carey 
 Shannon L. Hume 
 Stephen C. O’Brien  
 David M. Ringius, Jr. 
 Sean E. Powers 
 Thomas W. Whalen  
Also Present: Kelly Phelan, Conservation Planner 
 Heather Charles Lis, Conservation Commission Chairperson 
 Wesley Rea, Executive Director BCAM TV 
 Julia Flaherty, Councilor-elect 
 Meredith Boericke, Councilor-elect 
 Dan Clifford, former Councilor 
 Jill Coyle, resident 
 Other Residents in attendance 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 049 19 Marge Crispin Center – Holiday Donations 

 050 19 Council President: 10th Annual Braintree Christmas Party, Dec. 5, Granite Grill 

 051 19 Council President: Fill-A-Cruiser, November 30, Town Hall 
 
Councilor Hume made an Announcement of Save-the-Date for the Inaugural Ball on Saturday, January 4, 2020 
at 7p at X1 on Wood Road for the Celebration of our newly elected Mayor Kokoros. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 None 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 BCAM Update on Impact of Streaming/BELD 
Wesley Rea, Executive Director BCAM TV presented about the potential effects of streaming TV to BCAM 
TV.  Every cable company is to give back up to 5% to the Town’s local cable company.  Braintree gets 3.5%.  
It is in your monthly bill.  In the BELD TV bill it says BCAM TV and is about $5.  Each quarter the Cable 
Companies collect that money.  That money is delivered to the Town and then it is delivered to BCAM.  
That is how we operate.  As more and more people become “Streamers” there is less money for 
Community Television.  On conference calls and conferences this topic is constantly being discussed.  If all 
of BELD customers cancel cable we will see a loss of about 20% or $120,000 per year.  This is the worst 
case scenario and it would be a big hit for BCAM which means decreased services that we would be able 
to provide.  Creating new revenue streams is something we talk about.  We provide a service.  We have 
recently began renting out our studio and doing outside services.  Currently Bill H.4045 is in the works for 
the burden to be put on streaming companies just as it was put on cable companies in 1984.  That 5% fee 
would be required to be payed to the state.  The difference being that fee would be divided.  State would 
get 20%, municipalities would get 40% and local cable companies would get 40%.  We won’t really see the 
full impact until about May 2020.   
Wes stated he has been here 13 years.  He got certified as a teacher to offer BHS classes in the studio.  
Now even more classes are offered in another room and studio for these classes run by Paul Nellis.  It is a 
great elective for the kids. 
 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS  

 19 011 Mayor: Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance or take up any action relative thereto  
(PUBLIC HEARING to continue)  

 
Council President Ryan stated the Town Council has not yet received a recommendation from the Planning 
Board on Order 19 011.  Town Council is continuing to table this public hearing to a “date certain”. 
 
Councilor Powers stated as Chairman of the Committee on Ordinance & Rules it is apparent we are 
coming to the end of this term and with a new Mayor taking office next year and a majority of the Council 
members will be new members.  I would hope Mayor Sullivan and the Planning Board would withdraw this 
Order and re-introduce parts that are good to work on. 
 
Motion by Councilor Kokoros to continue to TABLE the Public Hearing on Order 19 011 to December 17, 
2019 at 7:30pm 

      Motion:     by Councilor Kokoros to TABLE Order 19 011 to December 17, 2019 at 7:30pm 
      Second:     by Councilor Powers 

              Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                            Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
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 19 042 Mayor: Transfer Control of Town Forest Land to Conservation Commission or take up any action 
relative thereto 
Councilor Kokoros made a Motion to TAKE off the TABLE Order 19 042. 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to TAKE off the TABLE Order 19 042 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers 
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
 
Council President Ryan referred to Councilor Bowes, Chairman of the Committee of Ways & Means for a 
recommendation.  Councilor Bowes stated the committee met earlier this evening.  It was unanimously voted to 
transfer this land to the Conservation Commission.  In attendance was Kelly Phelan and Heather Charles Lis. 
 
Councilor Kokoros read the Motion for Order 19 042. 
MOTION:   
That the Town Council, pursuant to Section 15A of Chapter 40 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth,  vote 
to transfer from the Office of the Mayor to the care, custody, and control of the Conservation Commission, the 
parcels of land that comprise the Town Forest, as listed on the attached Exhibit A; and, further, that said parcels 
shall be dedicated for use solely for open space and conservation purposes, including passive recreation. 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to Approve Order 19 042 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers 
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 

 
Jill Coyle, resident asked if this would affect our Safe Harbor numbers.  Councilor Ryan stated I believe it 
does not affect the Safe Harbor numbers but we will confirm that. 

 
 

 19 043 Mayor: Authorization to Fund South Middle School or take up any action relative thereto  
(PUBLIC HEARING) 
Councilor Kokoros made a Motion to OPEN the Public Hearing 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to OPEN the Public Hearing for Order 19 043 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers 
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
 
Council President Ryan referred to Councilor Bowes, Chairman of the Committee of Ways & Means for a 
recommendation.  Councilor Bowes stated this was TABLED earlier this evening to December 3, 2019 meeting. 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to TABLE Order 19 043 to December 3, 2019 at 7:30pm 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers 
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
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 19 044 Mayor: To Approve the purchase and resale of an affordable-housing unit at Turtle Crossing and 
the expenditure of funds for that purpose or take up any action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 
 
Councilor Kokoros made a Motion to OPEN the Public Hearing for Order 19 044 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to OPEN the Public Hearing on Order 19 044 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers 
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
 
Council President Ryan referred to Councilor Bowes, Chairman of the Committee of Ways & Means for a 
recommendation.  Councilor Bowes stated the committee met earlier this evening.  This item was TABLED until 
December 3, 2019. 
 
Councilor Kokoros made a Motion to TABLE the Public Hearing for Order 19 044 to December 3, 2019 at 7:30pm 
 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to TABLE Order 19 044 to December 3, 2019 at 7:30pm 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers 
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS  

 None 
 
 

Councilor Kokoros read the following Orders for referral to committee(s): 
Refer to the Committee of Ways & Means 

 19 045 Mayor: FY2020 Supplemental Appropriations #1 or take up any action relative thereto 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to refer Order 19 045 to the Committee of Ways & Means 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers  
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
 

 19 046 Mayor: Tax Rate Classification or take up any action relative thereto 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to refer Order 19 046 to the Committee of Ways & Means 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers  
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 

 
Refer to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules 

 19 047 Mayor: Tri-Town Legislation or take up any action relative thereto 
      Motion:    by Councilor Kokoros to refer Order 19 047 to the Committee of Ways & Means 
       Second:    by Councilor Powers  
           Vote:    For (9 – Bowes, Carey, Hume, Kokoros, O’Brien, Powers, Ringius, Ryan, Whalen),  
                          Against (0), Absent (0), Abstain (0) 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
Next Council Meeting will be held on:  Tuesday, December 3, 2019 @ 7:30pm  
 

 

ADJOURNMENT       
It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:37p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan M. Cimino 
Clerk of the Council 

 
Documents provided for Meeting 

 
 19 011 Mayor: Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance or take up any action relative thereto  

(PUBLIC HEARING – to be continued)  

 19 042 Mayor: Transfer Control of Town Forest Land to Conservation Commission or take up any action 
relative thereto 

 19 043 Mayor: Authorization to Fund South Middle School or take up any action relative thereto  
(PUBLIC HEARING) 

 19 044 Mayor: To Approve the purchase and resale of an affordable-housing unit at Turtle Crossing and 
the expenditure of funds for that purpose or take up any action relative thereto (PUBLIC HEARING) 
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2020 COUNCIL MEETING CALENDAR 
(Unless noted, meetings are held on a Tuesday) 

 

 
 

January 7 and 21 
 

February 4 and 25 [School Vacation Week begins Feb. 17.  Early Voting Feb. 21 thru March 3 
  Meeting Feb. 25 in Fletcher Hall BCAM will video but not televised live] 
 

March (Wednesday) 4 and 17 [*March 3 (Tuesday) Election Day per Charter: Section 7-3(c)] 

April 7 and 28 [School Vacation Week begins April 20 meeting will be held April 28]  
 
May 1 (Friday) [by or before May 1 (Friday) Required by Charter: Section 6-3 
  Submission of Budget - Placeholder] 
 
May 12th [Could be cancelled if items can be on the ATM agenda] 
 

May 26 [May 26 Annual Town Meeting (ATM)] 

 
June 2 and 16 [June 2 placeholder for additional action on the Budget – could be cancelled]  
 

July 14 [Summer Schedule] 

August 4 [Summer Schedule]  

September 2 (Wednesday) and 15  [*Sept. 1 (Tuesday) Election Day per Charter: Section 7-3(c)] 

October 6 and 20 [Early voting/set up Oct 16 thru Nov.3  
  Meeting Oct. 20 in Fletcher Hall BCAM will video not televised live] 

 
November 4 (Wednesday) and 17 [*Nov. 3 (Tuesday) Election Day]  

December 1 and 15 

 
*Election dates are subject to change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REV. 2 - 1/8/20 





BRAINTREE TOWN COUNCIL 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 2020-2021 

 

 
 

COMMITTEE 2020 - 2021 
Ways & Means Meredith Boericke (Chair) 

Charles Ryan (Vice)  
Donna Connors 
Julia Flaherty 
Steven Sciascia 

Ordinance & Rules David Ringius (Chair) 
Steven Sciascia (Vice)  
Julia Flaherty 
Lawrence Mackin 

Public Safety David Ringius (Chair) 
Lawrence Mackin (Vice)  
Charles Ryan 

Public Works Charles Ryan (Chair) 
Lawrence Mackin (Vice)  
Julia Flaherty 

Elder Affairs & Veterans Services Julia Flaherty (Chair) 
David Ringius (Vice) 
Donna Connors 

Parks & Recreation Donna Connors (Chair) 
Julia Flaherty (Vice)  
Steven Sciascia 

Education & Library Stephen O’Brien (Chair) 
David Ringius (Vice)  
Meredith Boericke 

Personnel Issues Charles Ryan (Chair) 
Stephen O’Brien (Vice)  
David Ringius 

Community Planning Meredith Boericke (Chair) 
Donna Connors (Vice)  
Stephen O’Brien 

Traffic & Safety Charles Ryan (Chair) 
David Ringius (Vice)  
Meredith Boericke 

School Building Authority 
Council Representative 

Shannon Hume 

 





























19 050 
Q&A with Planning Staff 
 
 
Question #1    Have the two conditions on which the funds are dependent been met? 
The two conditions are part of the recommendation of the proposed Motion that went to Council  – not 
until the Town Council votes on the Motion will the All Souls be required to address the conditions 
because they are subject to the appropriation.  The request for funding is a local match necessary to 
apply for a grant of a larger amount to part of the project -the MPPF grant is a state grant that requires 
demonstration you can make the local match – if the Council approves the MOTION this would be one of 
many criteria that the State will consider in approving the grant to All Souls.  The CPC said to All Souls 
unless you are award this grant these funds are not available – so if they do not get it – then the CPC 
votes to return the funds to the designated “bucket” from which they came from.   
  
  

Question #2   It appears that FY20 budget CPA appropriated $150K for Historic Preservation.  How 
much of that has been already been spent and how much more is projected to be spent this year, 
exclusive of the $65K request, which is almost 45% of the total appropriation. 
Every month the attached reports are provided to members of the CPC – the “Financials” are a snapshot 
in time of current and growing balances of the “buckets” and the entire program.  The CPA project excel 
sheet is all projects that have been approved appropriations – it is only from 7/1/19 though not from the 
beginning of time with the appropriation but it may shed some light on how the program works.  
  
The CPC responds to applications presented by proponents of a project for each of the “buckets” – We 
are aware for this coming year an application will be proposed to fund a historic inventory project town 
wide – the actual amount has not been determined to date we will have for the application that is 
anticipated in the next month.  
  
Question #3    For what is "Undesignated Budget Reserve" appropriated and by whom?  Could some of 
the $450K budgeted for FY20 be used to support the All Souls request, if need be?  If so, same 
questions as #2: How much of the $450K has been already been spent and how much more is 
projected to be spent this year? 
The CPC makes recommendations for the appropriation of funds as part of the budget process with the 
oversight of the Finanace Director similar to a Town Department and it is presented with the Mayor’s 
budget for vote of approriation by the Town Council. 
  
The “undesignated budget reserve” is where funds, after the minimum 10% into the “buckets” has been 
designated by the CPC,  can be voted to into so that it can be available throughout the year any 
unanticipated projects – if not used in the year it is added to the CPA balance Fund and follows the same 
process the following year. 
  
 
 
 



Financials –January 13 2020 
 
Administrative Funding available  $45,371.40 as of 12/31/2019 
 
 
Available from appropriations 
 
Reserved for Expenditure   $450,000.00 
 
Historic Preservation    $442,434.68 
 
Community Housing    $795,944.10 
 
Open Space      $580,312.84 
 
Unreserved Fund Balance:     $4,814,116.45 as of 12/31/2019 
 
     Total $7,082,808.07as of 12/31/2019 
 
 
 
 
Tax Revenue    $386,558.27 as of 11/30/2019 
 
State Grant    $ 
 
Interest –    $ 
 
 



Project Account # Balance carried from FY19 New Budget FY20 Other Finance source Encumbrance Expenditure Close out Balance

Town Hall Renovation 27-00800-6015 4,110.00                                      -                       -                     -                     4,110.00         Right of 1st Refusal 27-00800-6019 -                                               -                     -                   
2 JFK Master Plan 27-00802-6004 668.31                                         -                       -                     668.31            

Exterior Of Old Thayer Library 27-01129-6030 11,457.46                                    -                                       -                       -                     11,457.46       Historical Records Preservation 27-01142-6094 100,000.00                                  -                       98,883.00         1,117.00           -                   

Elm St Cemetery Gravestone/Security 27-01326-6132 1,040.00                                      -                               -                       -                     1,040.00         

Exterior Of Old Thayer Library III 27-01444-6030 67,677.50                                    -                               67,677.50           -                     -                   

Consultant Elm St. Cemetery Improvement 27-01622-6248 8,509.87                                      -                               3,740.60             4,519.27           250.00            
Elm St. Cemetery Improvement 27-01623-6249 400,703.00                                  -                               187,253.00         -                     213,450.00     Union School Construction 27-01772-6333 1,300,000.00                               -                               (1,300,000.00)  -                   

Daugherty Gym Exterior Features 27-01836-6339 165,000.00                                  75,460.00           87,040.00         2,500.00         

Morrison Elem Sch. Outdoor Classroom 27-01837-6340 128,354.00                                  -                               12,000.00           5,000.00           111,354.00     

Armstrong Dam Public Access 27-01920-6369 17,500.00                   17,500.00       

Commission Expenses 27-18001-5797 50,000.00                   -                       4,628.60           45,371.40       

804,934.26                                  67,500.00                   346,131.10         107,473.49       6,128.50           412,701.17     as of 10/31/2019Total

CPA Project 







20 002 
REVISED MOTIONS 

 
 
 
 

1. MOTION:  That the Town vote to amend the wage and salary classification schedules, 

as most recently amended by transferring the sum of $73,811.90 for the purpose of 

funding a wage increase and other items as detailed in the Memorandum of Agreement 

(MOA) for the Braintree Police Officers Association (BPOA) effective July 1, 2019, and 

for this purpose, the sum of $73,811.90 be transferred from the Human Resources/ 

Program 04 – Employee Benefits/ Benefits Reserve 5179 and further, that the Director of 

Municipal Finance is authorized to allocate said sums to and among the various accounts 

affected thereby in such amounts as are proper and required. In anticipation of approval 

of these agreements, funds were appropriated to a salary reserve account in the previously 

approved Fiscal Year 2020 budget.   
 

2. MOTION:  That the Town vote to amend the wage and salary classification schedules, 

as most recently amended by transferring the sum of $118,783.22 for the purpose of 

funding a wage increase and other items as detailed in the Memorandum of Agreement 

(MOA) for the Braintree Police Superior Officers Association (BPSOA) effective July 1, 

2019, and for this purpose, the sum of $118,783.22 be transferred from the Human 

Resources/ Program 04 – Employee Benefits/ Benefits Reserve 5179 and further, that the 

Director of Municipal Finance is authorized to allocate said sums to and among the 

various accounts affected thereby in such amounts as are proper and required. In 

anticipation of approval of these agreements, funds were appropriated to a salary reserve 

account in the previously approved Fiscal Year 2020 budget.   
 

3. MOTION:  That the Town vote to amend the wage and salary classification schedules, 

as most recently amended by transferring the sum of $119,607.00 for the purpose of 

funding a wage increase and other items as detailed in the Memorandum of Agreement 

(MOA) for the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 

(AFSCME)  effective July 1, 2019, and for this purpose, the sum of $119,607.00  be 

transferred from the Human Resources/ Program 04 – Employee Benefits/ Benefits 

Reserve 5179 and further, that the Director of Municipal Finance is authorized to allocate 

said sums to and among the various accounts affected thereby in such amounts as are 

proper and required. In anticipation of approval of these agreements, funds were 

appropriated to a salary reserve account in the previously approved Fiscal Year 2020 

budget.   
 
 
 
 















































 

DATE:  January 15, 2020 

TO:  Shannon Hume, Council President 
 
FROM:  James M. Casey, Town Clerk 
 
CC: Council Members, Nicole Taub, Chief of Staff – Interim, Debra Starr, Assistant Town 

Clerk, Susan Cimino, Clerk of Council 
 
RE:  SAME NIGHT ACTION – CHANGE OF POLLING LOCATION 

As you are aware, Mayor Kokoros has requested that a Special Town Election be scheduled for 

Saturday, March 28, 2020.  With the requested election scheduled on a Saturday, rather than the 

traditional Tuesday, several issues arise to prepare the Town for this challenge.  Most issues can 

be quickly resolved through rescheduling events in buildings that serve as polling locations. 

However, the District 2B – St. Thomas More Church Community Center presents a unique situation 

whereby, in my opinion, would be best resolved by moving this polling location to a new location 

within the same Council District – District 2. 

Each Saturday, St. Thomas More Church has a Mass scheduled at 4:00pm.  For approximately a 

two hour period surrounding the start of Mass the parking lot and surrounding on-street parking 

spaces will be used by parishioners and not available to voters.   The lack of available voter parking, 

including handicap accessible parking, would cause a negative impact for voters in District 2B.  For 

this reason alone, the relocation of the District 2B polling location is warranted.   

An additional layer of complexity is added with the requirement under M.G.L. c. 54, §24 Council 

approval to relocate a polling location from its current location to a new location as well as to give 

notice by mail to each residence of one or more registered voters therein.  With two elections 

scheduled within 26-days of each other, said notice, in all probability, would cause voter confusion 

on which polling location they should go to for the March 3rd Presidential Primary Election.   For 

this reason, I am requesting that the District 2B – St. Thomas More Church Community Center 

polling location be permanently be moved to the Hollis School, 482 Washington Street (rear).  This 

change would combine District 2A and District 2B into a single polling location and create a Hollis 

School Voting Center for the District…..a move I was planning to present to the Council in 2021. 

 

 

 



 

Over the past several years the process I have followed to present election related measures 

before the Council is out of respect to Section 2-9(b) of the Braintree Charter and to individual 

Council Members.   For the January 21st Council meeting I have three items on the agenda for 

which I have provided advanced notification of measures requiring Council action:  

December 17, 2019 – Order 19 049 Call of the Election – Presidential Primary Election 
January 7, 2020 – Order 20 003 Designation of Early Voting Site 
January 7, 2020 – Order 20 004 Designation of Early Voting Central Tabulating Facility 

 

Section 2-9(b) – Ordinances and other measures; Measures, in general states…. “The town 

council may pass a measure through all of its stages at any 1 meeting, except proposed 

ordinances, appropriation orders and loan authorizations, if no member of the town council 

shall object; but, if any single member objects, a vote on the measure shall be postponed to 

the next meeting of the town council. On the first occasion that the question of adopting any 

measure is put to the town council, except an emergency measure as defined in section 2-

9(a), if a single member objects to the taking of a vote, the vote shall be postponed until the 

next regular or special meeting of the town council. This procedure shall not be used more 

than once for any measure notwithstanding any amendments made to the original 

measure.” 

However, I am bound to respectively request the support of all Council Members for same night 

action on January 21st and ask Council Member support for a change in polling location for District 

2B to ensure public convenience would be better served by relocating the District 2B – St. Thomas 

More Church Community Center polling location to the Hollis School effective immediately. 

For informational purposes, I have attached a sample of the postcard mailing that is required 

under M.G.L. c. 54, §24 and a sample of banners that will be utilized outside the old and new 

polling locations to communicate the change of location. 

PROCESS FOR JANUARY 21, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING 

Council President reads “Are there any objections for same night action on Council Order #xx xxx” 

If no objections…..move to motion below 
 
MOTION: 
 
UPON THE REQUEST OF THE BRAINTREE TOWN CLERK, THE TOWN OF BRAINTREE, THROUGH THE BRAINTREE TOWN 
COUNCIL, IT IS SO ORDERED: 
 
Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 54, §24, that the public convenience would be better served by relocating to the  N. Hollis School, 
482 Washington Street (rear), the District 2B polling location which is currently located in the St. Thomas More Church 
Community Center. 
 

Upon approval, the scheduled three orders shown above will be presented to members for approval.  



 
 
 
NOTICE TO DISTRICT 2B – ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
You are hereby notified that effective immediately, your  
polling location has changed from the  St. Thomas More Church Community Center to the N. Eugene Hollis 
School, 482 Washington Street (rear).   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Office of the Town Clerk 
One JFK Memorial Drive 
Braintree, MA 02184 

 

 

                                                   Name 
                                                   Address 
                                                   Braintree, MA 02184 
 

 

 
NOTICE TO DISTRICT 2B  

ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH COMMUNITY CENTER VOTERS 
 

As required under Massachusetts General Law, you are hereby notified that 
your current polling location at the St. Thomas More Church Community 
Center has moved to the N. Eugene Hollis School, 482 Washington Street 
(rear).  
 

This change is effective immediately. 
 

                         James M. Casey 
                         Town Clerk 
            781-794-8240 
 

 



Notice to District 2B VOTERS 

ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH 
COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

Your voting polling location has moved to the 

N. Eugene Hollis School 
482 Washington Street (rear) 

 

HOLLIS SCHOOL – VOTING CENTER 

FOR  

DISTRICT 2A and DISTRICT 2B  

VOTERS 
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