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WINTER IS COMING...
A MES SAGE FR OM ST OR MWATER AND THE MAY OR
Dear Braintree Residents,
Winter is approaching, and that means changes to our water systems are coming
too! Winter storms, salted roads, and freezing water all play a major part in
stormwater pollution. In this month's newsletter, we will provide you with tips
on how to reduce stormwater pollution in the winter months, prevent flooding in
your neighborhood, and identify impervious vs. pervious surfaces. As always, if
you ever have any questions or concerns about stormwater in your
neighborhood, we encourage you to reach out at 781-794-8947 or email us at
stormwater@braintreema.gov.
Have a wonderful holiday season!

The Braintree Stormwater Division and Mayor Charles C. Kokoros

DPW DROPLETS
12/4: Annual Christmas Tree
Lighting at Town Hall at 4:00
pm
12/12: All roadwork and
repairs expected to be
completed
1/1 Parks and Recreation
Summer Jobs application
opens
Visit www. braintreema. gov for more details
Photo: Tom Gorman; Patriot Ledger

KEEP THE SALT IN THE OCEAN!
We are getting closer to that time of year where frost and ice is coating our
sidewalks and roads. It's important to remember that all of the salt that we use to
de-ice inevitably rinses down into our storm drains and pollutes local waterways.
The excess chemicals sink to the bottom of water bodies, creating a toxic
environment for aquatic plants and animals. How can we prevent this? First, shovel
as much snow and ice as possible BEFORE applying salt. Next, FOLLOW THE
DIRECTIONS that are on the salt bag. A small coffee mug is a good amount for an
entire driveway. Still icy in some spots? Only apply SMALL AMOUNTS where
needed. When everything is melted, sweep up excess salt and throw away in your
trash bin, NOT IN THE STREET. Not only does this help prevent pollution in
Braintree's water, but it also save you money on de-icer for years to come!

The state of Massachusetts used

287,000
tons
of road salt last winter

SHOVELING: THE COOLEST WAY TO PREVENT
FLOODING THIS WINTER
The Town of Braintree is built around beautiful wetlands that provide us with unique
wildlife and an abundance of greenery. But, the issue with living on wetlands is we
are at a naturally higher risk for flooding. Fortunately, there are different things we
can do year-round to help prevent our streets from flooding. During winter, shovel
around your storm drains. It's a critical part of flood mitigation and pollution
prevention. By shoveling around your drains, you remove debris from the area and
allow for water to flow through without obstruction. This also helps prevent ice from
forming in the streets as temperatures drop and rise! For more information on
finding drains to shovel out near you, visit www.ma.adopt-a-drain.org .
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WHAT ARE
IMPERVIOUS SURFACES?
Impervious surfaces are hard areas that
don't allow water to naturally seep into
the ground, causing water runoff and
pollution. Roofs, roads, parking lots,
driveways, and sidewalks are all examples
of impervious surfaces.

Follow us @CleanBraintree

